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HIS Tra, however peculiar it may” ſeem to Chriſtians, et 
ſhewn hereafter, u not intended to exclude its ſelf from the Uſe 
and Encouragement even of Jews, Mahumetans, and all other 
Profeſſions alſo : The Author endeavours to open wide to all the 
Common way to GOD, and'tis one end of bu Writing to demonſtrate that 
the Righteous of all Religions are accepted, and while they are ſincere, have 
equally Rigbt to be the Heirs of the Kingdom. 

And to thu purpoſe therefore the Wiſdom of GOD, to cut off all manner 
of proud Cavils, for a Prerog ative and Monopoly of Salvation, as he cbſerves, 
ſeems purprſely to have given us three ſeveral Examples of Tranſlation : The 
Fir#t in Enoch, to convince us of our acceptance in our Natural Light. The 
Secend in Elijah, to ſhew you that for all their Law of Ceremontes, yet the 
Jews are not therefore rendred uncapable of ſo great a Bleſſinsg. And the 
laſt of Chriſt on hy Reſurreftion, to confirm his more *prefitable Precepts to- 
wards thy Kingdom. 

I ſay, theſe three great Prophets ſignally in heir Order exemplifie to us what 
Religion will be acceptable ro GOD in us; and methinks their followers when 
they conſider it, need not be at ſich variances as they are ; for im truth how- 
ever diverſified by Circumſtances, yet in the main ſurely 'twas th: ſame Faith 
that lead and direfied each at the bottom ; and the ſame Purity and Piety that 
drew down ſo ſingular a Reward and Teſtimony from G O D, to declare hs 
Approbation of it. | | : | 

Nor would I have any Man therefore here offended that I ſjgnalize theſe great 
Prophets thus, for it not as with a deſign to diminiſh or eclipſe the reſt: from 
their real Value, but as the more bright the Example, the clearer Pattern have 


we to follow ; ſo in the Holy Ambition of our ſeeking to GOD, ſurely we can- 


not better fix our ſelves to imitate any than thoſe whom GOD has given ſuch 
by cleareſt declarations that he has moſt. approved of. Le 

And thus could Mahomet,or any others therefore teach me thi Heavenly Road, 
T would equally follerw them as Chriſt my Redeemer, for would they not all go the 
ſame way ? And'yet en the other fide, ſhall T leave hu Diretions who perfefted 


himſelf before me the Fourney of Faith he adviſes me unto, to follow that Man 


in the Road, that never travelled throughout in it himſelf ? 

And in truth what ſays Chrift himſelf otherwiſe to 1s in thu matter ? Does 
not he tell us, that "twill be in vain for us to ſay, we have cryed, Lord, Lord, or 
done Miracles, in that great day, without we have lived well, and a life of Faith 


alſo : I vill not ſay, that any man can heartily make hs approaches unto. GOD, - 


and refuſe Chriſtianity, and on that account be [ſaved without believing Chriſt, 
or elſe ſurely the way by Chriſt or otherwiſe were all one. 


Nor let any Man cenſure me in thu neither, that I prefer Enoch and Elijah.- 


before either Moſes or the Apoſtles, to us indeed the latter excelled; Moles as 
he was a Law- giver, and the Apoſtles as. they delivered us down the Goſpel of 
Chriſt 3 but inthe real efficacy of Faith, certainly Enoch and Elijah trans 
ſcended. GOD employs hy Prophets in Meſſages, and makes them Iluftrious 
to the World, according as hu Mercies to Mankind incline him 5 but that they 
Triumph in Faith # through their Piety, and their own Application. 
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It not Faith? So, what was it that preſerved Daniel in the Lions Den, was it* 
nor Faith 2 I may ſay, are we fo ridiculouſly B/aſphemous, < even contrary to 
the words of Scripture. ax:d thoſe expreſi Direttions there, that tell us that the 
immutable GOD # no reſpefter of Perſons, as to think that. GOD took a fancy 
either to Noah, Abraham, cr Daniel, a Men fondly praftice; and if be did, 
thy did the Apoſtle to the Hebrews rhen prefer Melchizedeck before Abra- 
ham, -and why were they not 4ll tranſlated, had not their weaker Faiths fallen 
far ſhort either of Enoch's or Elijah's ? 

And fer ſhame therefore let us lay by all theſe our Touthful Apprebenſions , 
and our petty Imaginations of Picty, which were good in their way, but now 
in the full light of Religion are but a Shadows to the more veal Exerciſes of 
Faith: Were Enoch, Moſes, and Elijab, nay, and Chriſt and Mahomert all 
true Prophets, and think you were they all preſent with us, they would net thus 
exhort us to a ſteady and firm Union in our adoring GOD through Faith , 
—and ſeeking by Kingdom. Alas! we all vainly Cavil about the out-fide and 
ſhell of Religion, like the Jews, who valued themſelves upon Rites and Sacr;- 
fices, though even their own Prophets reproved their Vanity in them in reſpet 
of the real Purity of the Heart, and while we let the Devil rob us f what 
- eught to be even infinitely more dear to us. | 

After all, 1 know nothing to be objefted in thu matter, but that T lay the 

value of Chriſtianity low; but alas, wherein ? Chriſt came to teach us tht way 
 t0 GOD, and not to-ſaveus juſt in believing in by Name. And as for bf 

great Leſſon of Inſtruftion, thu u it, twas Faith ; and I endeavour to recom- 
mend no other ; you ſay, he tells us, That he that believes not in him s dam- 
. ned, and *th true enough, and I believe the Sentence irrevocable, where Men 
believe* not on convition. But doth mot both Chriſt and hu Apoſtles inform 
you, that the invincibly ignorant and the weak are excuſed in their Blindneſi 
Nay, and that they ſhall be accepted in the way they can watkh,, John 9. 41. 
James 4. 17. Rom. 2. 14,15. John 15. 22.2% And yet will we condemn 
them ? 

To be ſhort, what I have wrote has been neither to abuſe the Scriptures, inno- 
vate in Doftrines,or to injure our preſent Churches or Chriſtianity; if it þas any 
tendency, 'tis bus to explain a Doftrine long ſince delivered: Dr. Taylor, in 
bis Treatiſe of Holy Dying, Cap. 3. SeCt. 1. p. 59. is amply expreſi of the ſame 
mind; he tells you plainly hew the ſin of Adamand his Poſterity not only remov'd 
their Immortality and Tranſlation by Death, but dwindled our Ages in the Pa- 
eriarchs firſt, from near 1000 to 500 years, and thence after to 2. and 300, till 
ir reſted at 70, cur preſent Period. Pray God for the future we prove as ready 
to reverſe this Curſe, as our fore-fathers were to fall in it. | 

So, what ſays Luther to the ſame effeft ? Nees he not tell us in his Table-Talk, 
Þ. 477. that Adam wa Originally deſigned to be tranſlated? And ſo other- 
. where in many places, that if he had Faith, he did not doubt but that he could 
do any thing. But why ſhould T inſiſt longer on multiplying Humane Authori- 
, ties for what T hope ere this Treatiſe be ended, to ſhew as conſiderable from 
Scripture, as for any Dotrine in Chriſtianity. 
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Of the Kingdom of God in general.. 


H E N Chriſt entred upon his Office of Preaching 

_ the Goſpel, his firſt Leiſon was, Repent, for the King- 

dom of Heaven « at hand, . Mat. 4.17. So when he 

{ent out his Apoltles, his charge to them was, after they had 

healed the Sick, to tell them, 7hat the Kingdom of GOD was 

rome nigh them, Luke 10.9. as if he would purpoſely inſinuate » 

ſomething extraordinary approaching theth beſides his Dodtrine 

and their freedom from their Diſeaſes, upon his converſing with 
chem, inſtruting and healing them. 

I have taken the freedom therefore in this caſe to examine by 
the reſt of the Scriptures what might be the meaning of fo + 
weighty an Expreflion: I hope I ſhall not err by running into 
an Enthuſiaſtick Method in it; for I have refolv'd never to let , 
my Faith run counter to my Reaſon, or over-reach it; and on 
the other ſide, if in the ſearch of the Matter conſiderable. and 
Ceep matters.of Faith appear, not hitherto ſufficiently regarded, 
I hope a madeſt Recommendation of the ſame will offend no 
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Ys fed, and what thon mayeſt expe& from me vpon this Subj-&, 


I ſhall rel} thee firſt what-my apprehenſion of che words is, and 
after that deſcending more particularly into the ſeveral parts and 
branches of my Diſcourſe upon it; I ſhall endeavour both to 
anſwer from Scripture and "Rcafon all manner ot Objeions and 
Difficulties thar'may be raiſed agaifhſt my ſenſe of them. 

As to the firſt thing, thou wils find I have laid it down from 
hence as a certain Rule, that all Men, I mean of all Religions 
and Perſwaſions whatever, have the means in_their hands, if 
they improve them, of reaching to and attaining this KizgdJom 
of GOD, nor only of the lower mealures of Grace 1 mean, but 
the higheſt pitches of Glory ; that is, not only of the common 
afliſtances of the Spirit, bur of Prophecy and Micacles, nay, 
and even of Tranſlation allo ; and this I apprehend was'that 
great Doctrine of the Kingdom that Chriſt came to inſtruct us 
in, and that was the fall and crue ſcope both of thoſe his words 
and the Goſpel. 

And this is that Kingdom, which, if I miſtake not, he men- 
tions in that his moſt excellent Form of Prayer, ſaying, 7hy 
Kingdem come ; this is that Kingdom wherein. the Millenaritts 
expect Chriſt's Reign on the Earth, and this is that Kingdom 
whereby Chriſt will deſtroy Antichritt with the very. Glory of 
his Coming ; intruth this is that Kingdom that the Apoſtle makes 
the very Crown and Perfection of our Faith, Heb. 11. x. 

And chough there ſecms a poſlibility that with Eyrch and Eliz 
we might attain this Kingdom without ſuch the-Inftrution of 
Chriſt: Yer ſince GOD has added a further help 'to the Law 
of Moſes, and our Natura! Lighe through hitn that was to be a 
Sacrifice for the World, ſhall we contempruouſly ſer aſide this 
newer Light, 'that has added the molt lively InftruRtions as well 
as his Example co this bare Poflibility and Lea of the Kingdom 

of GOD only? | by 
| © Nor need it diſcourage us in this cafe that the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt wrote not much of this Doctrine, unleſs in repeating his 
' words, as it was what neither they nor the World could then. 
bear ; juſt as E/ijab knew nothing of his Tranſlation ill the day 
came, though he were a Prophet before, 1 Kings 19. 4. andas 
the Spirit reveals it ſelf altogether co our occaſions ; "but now in 
the latter Ages of the World what hinders but that GOD may 
reveal it more manifeſtly in comfort to his Church, and-to draw 
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pt, or Popery, and. to unite. and draw into one Fold all the 
Ele in the ſeveral Churches of the World when the Fulneſs of 
Time is come, can we, think GOD will want proper means 
to execute his Will, when we ſee rather chan fail, that he could 
make even a wicked High-Prieſt to Prophecy, that *ewas necel- 
ſary that Chriſt ſhould dye for the People. | 

If therefore by this little Eſſay I ſha!l be able to ſhew this Do- 
&rine not only conſonant to the highelt Reaſon, but, the -moſt 
genuine Scripture, I mean'of the Old as well as New Teſtament, 
I hope no one will condemn me only for illuſtrating and clear- 
ing the Rays of ſo great a truth ; nor be afraid therefore, Reader, . 
to receive freely what I write in it, I pretend to nothing but a 
plain and ſincere Reaſoning and- Expolicion of Scripture by it, 
and I hope no way tending to beguile thee. - 

- But.if on the other ſide, the ſtate of our Faith be really ſuch 
as I have repreſented it to thee, I know not-why we ſhould any 
longer ſlight ſo great a truth; ſhould we not rather couragiouſly 
refle& that we have a better Country, as I have propoſed thee? 
Here we are lyable to Wrongs, Wounds, and all manner of Ac- 
Cidents; and had we not better then ſcek for the Spiritual Ca: 
aan, and Pray to enter the Kingdom of G OD, where. neither 
Vipers will be able to hurt us, Lions devour us, nor Fiery Fur- 
naces conſume us; where the Sun will be fageed co ſtand ſtill, 
and Mountains to move at our Commands, $: whether Judg- 
ments threaten the World either -by Fire or Water, yet at leaſt 
like Noah, Fonas, and Lot, we ſhall be ſaved. 


I know at preſent to believe the truth of this Doftrine is to 


. ſeem contumeliouſly to accuſe the World of Corruption, and a 


Man muſt expe a Cenſure and Treatment for it accordingly ; 
and yet methinks for all theſe difficulties I cannot for my part 
but believe it, it ſeetns fo entirely agreeable to Scripture and 
Reaſon, that I could as ſoon not be a Chriſtian, as not aſſent to 
it: And as for the Corruption of the World, if St. Paul could 
ſay of his Times, There # none righteoms, no, not one, ROM. 3. 10. 
it may be no difhculty to ſay ſo now, tor ſurely there were as 
ood Men in the Apoſtles Age as ours. 

But alas, what good will Apologies do one in this matter? We 
that have ſuch an Infidel Generation amongſt us, that *tis even 
ridiculous to talk or write of either a Spiritual Kingdom or Faith 


amongſt them ; can one expe that either Senſe or Reaſon can 
| convince 
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ture ; the Reſurreion of the Dead at leaſt muſt and can be the 
only real Foundation either of Chriſtianity, or any other Reli- 
gion, for what would Precepts avail without their Reward ? I 
hope to God that even that does not paſs to ſlighty by way of 


Figure and Allegory amongſt us alſo. 
' Nor ſhall I wonder in this caſe that Men endeavour to ſtifle 


this Kingdom neither; is not this that Kingdom that Satan has 
endeavoured all along to deſtroy, that he reduc'd unto Nob in 
the Flood, and that he has raiſed up Antichriſt to confound ? 
Indeed, is not this that Kingdom that he has clouded and ſealed 
up all along from the Wiſe of this World, and to which, as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, not many wiſe, not many mighty, nor many noble 
are called, 1 Cor. 1. 26. And yet through which we have an aſ- 
furance that he will pour out his Spirit in the latter days. 

- Surely therefore I may add, it ever we intend to make any 
Progreſs in Chriſtianity, in this Kingdom it.is that we muſt lay 
our Foundation, and which, as I may ſay, peitytly harmonizes 
with the Revelations both of Moſes and Chriſt. I am not Super- 
ſtitious, however I ſhall add a Modern Prophecy alſo about it, 


tis ſaid to be 7/itherss, and 'tis not unlikely ; for he not only - 


wrote a Comment upon the Lord's Prayer to the ſame effe , 
but really his Writings ſhew him a Man of ſo admirable a Sin- 
_cerity and Piety, that he ſeemed a proper Objed for ſo great a 
Gift : But be it whoſe you will, the words are as follows. 


That Kingdom which the Few did long ago 

Mould out according to his erring Brain, 

And whereof many Zealous Chriſtians too 

Unwarrantable Fancies entertain. 
That Kingdom whereof now in Types we hear, 
Shall ta the World eſſentially appear. 


Now if GOD therefore has ſet us thus to be tryed on the 
Stage of this World according as we make our Attainments to 
this Glorious Kingdom, had we not better then with an Holy 
Ambition let him Glory in us as Conquerors, than become the 
deſpicable Captives of the Devil ? Not I mean, that we ſhould 
be lofty or proud with this Ambition neither ; for if ever we ex- 
pe to Conquer, it muſt be by an entire and Lamb-like Submil- 
ſion to the Will of GOD. : 

[0] 
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\., To be ſhort; this. is that Kingdom: that: we are told is within . 
us, and .that.,comes.not by Obſervation, Luke 17. 20,21. and for = | 
which we need not to go to. the Wilderneſs of Teachers,that cry, | 
lo here Chriſt,;and lo.there, for *cis in- our Hearts, and whence 
if we hold faſt.that which.is good, and quench not the Spirit ; 
but permit him'to lead us through an entice reſignation 'into All 
his Paths of Holy Suggeſtions, wg mult, needs attain it: . And 
whereas on the.contfary, in the Kingdoin of Satan, and where 
our Sins bear Rule, 'St. Fames tells us, Cap. 1.13. That our Luſts 
will bring forch Sin, and that the Wages of Sin are De ath. 
But that I may the better proceed. on. this | 
Subject, I ſhall here ſuppoſe,, that. there ares. Of the Criſis of our 
two diſtin& great Kingdoms; to,;wit, the Tryal in geweral. 
firſt of GOD, and the latter.of Satan; as 
alſo that they have their ſeveral and diſtin Criſis's and meaſures 
of Judgment : But firſt, a little of 'this matter in general. | 
Alas !. who that's eicher Chriſtian, Jew, .or Tuck, or that but 
believes the Ole Teſtament, can forbear;lamenting to.ſee,the 
| Devil's Tyranny through ſin in Adam, poor, dying, deformed, 
and wretched Man ; a Creation. groaning,” and longing to be 

delivered, Rom. 8. 22.; What are our Riches, Coaches, and fine 
; Cloaths, but,as Rags.to'our Innocence loſt? Will they avail us 

. any thing either againſt Death, or Sorrow ; or are they able to 
keep us from the Dreadful Day at laſt * Fegenontw/t £4 
And yet:for all this, and though that if we Repent, the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand ; nay, and though we have a Promile, 
that if we firſt ſeek the Kingdom of GOD, all other things 
ſhall be added unto it; as. if GOD had expreſly reverſed the 
Curſe of the Earth, and reſolved cather than fail, with the 7- 
raclites,. to feed us with Manna and Quails on our firft ſtep of 
retreat towards the Heavenly Paradiſe, Mar. 6. 33. Yet alas, 
who ſeeks to GOD, either for Eternal: Life or Neceſſaries, as 
they ſhould do ? 

No, we are alt run aftray, ſome one way, ſome another; 
ſome are drowned in Infidelity, and neither regard what either 
Scripture or Reaſon informsthem ; others are perfely Ntupidly 
negligent,and regard no more what yet they cannot bur believe, 
than a fair Story that they have heard with delight. And yet 
the Spiric of God warns us all, and {ſo leaves all, inexcuſable to 
their Condenination. _ & | 
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Viſitation, and which will and muſt certainly continue to lead 
him right, and that even to perfefion, if he follow and not 
reſiſt it. ' And hence every Man I ſee methinks ſhews me an 
Angel or a Devil, in making ſome moving on to one degree of 

eaion, and othefs to another, while others ſtarting aſide like 
a broken Bow, and uneaſie to follow the leading of GO. D's 
Spirit, proudly ſeek Devices of their own, and 1o are loſt in 
their own Contrivances. ” 

So hence 'tis that others making their application imperfetly 
to GOD are forced to be purged for it through Martyrdom or 
Death, when could they learn with Exoch but to walk petfealy 
with GOD, canſt thou think, Friend, that he would let them 
dye? No, know GOD is no reſpe&er of Perſons, the whole 
courſe of Scriptures, beſides general Texts, witneſs it, Epheſ: 6. 9. 


As x0. 35. 1 Pet. 1. 17. 


And yet beware how thou raſhly attempt this, for. know theſe 


-Glories are defended by a fiery Tryal, and before thou attaineft 


them thou wilt find a real Fight of ity, Pride, and Incon- 
ſtancy, and a terrible one too; thy little (eekings of Curioſity 
and Paſſion will not avail for this yngdom, no, *'tis worthy of 


thy Craaney and therefore ſuch Luſts thou mayſt be ſure will 
but obſtruct thy proceedings. 


©» Take care therefore and purifie thy Heart throughly ; for 


know as thy great Conflits will be between G OD and ' thy 
ſelf in private, where no body ſees, and where you will be 
forced to fight your way through Principalities and Mights to 
the Kingdom of GOD, and wreſtle with the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, Epheſ. 6. 12. So you muſt expect to be moſt exaQtly pure, 
for that alone can ſupport you, and which if you are, you need 


-not fear any dangers ; nay, rather thou _ joy againſt Sa- 
oy thy Hopes, for- 


tan, when he brings his Temptations to d 

if thou thus truſt in GOD, they muſt advance them, 2 Cor. 
I2. 9. 

What ſhall I ſay then, if Chriſt for theſe Reaſons, has affured 

us that the Kingdom of Heaven has through his 

Exhortation. Inftructions and Example ſuffered Violence, and 

| _—_— taken by force ? Nay, if he himſelf has 

gone the way before us, why ſhould we longer obftru&t fo great 

a Grace, by delighting to welter in our Iniquities? Perverſe 

Man, that will not skill his Seaſons of Grace; Man, more fottiſh 


than 
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follow the Inftinas of their Nature, but Man will not follow 
the leadings of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

We dare not truſt the words of Chriſt our Saviour; like May- 
tha, we will not negle& our Temporal Afﬀairs, though bu a lic- 
tle, to get the one and great thing neceſſary, Luke 10. 42. much 
leſs fell all, to purchaſe the Field where we find the Precious 
Stone of Life hid : We dare not venture to loſe our Lives for 
Chriſt's ſake, and che Goſpel's, thongh if we do,he has promiſed 
us, that inſtead of it we ſhall find chem; Luke 9. 24 

Nor is this a work of Learning to baulk Men neither, indeed 
Sincerity is all in all in ie, and *tis offered to all alike ;. in eruth 
the Kingdom of GOD is within us, and our Thoughts muſt 
Conduct us right towards it if we are but exactly ſincere: And 
hence alſo, as Withers excellently ſays, the true and only Me- 

thod to Prophecy is but to retire alone, read the Scriptures, and 

contemplate; and '*tis only our go that hinder us, or 
elſe I might add, our own very Hearts would lead us right. 
. Tis true indeed, we ought not to ſlight any further help that 

is offered us, eſpecially if it come from GOD, but elle Na- 
tural Religion alone were enough: We ſee Chrift was poor, and 
I believe Enoch had very few or no Books, and yet they both at- 
tained ir; alas! we would perſwade our ſelves that it is harder 
than it is, and when indeed GOD in Juſtice makes che offers 
of his Salvation to all in common, and not to the Rich and 
Learned only ; if he had, Chriſt had never given them ſo ma- 
ny Woes as he did. ; | 

Come then, my Brethren, I mean of all Religions, eat of 
that Bread of Chriſt, more excellent than Manna, and that will 
noL lee you dye, Fohn 6. 49, fo. 58. and drink of his Fountain 
of Living Waters, Fobn 4. ry. Venture to purchaſe that Field, 
where his great Treaſure lyes, and beg of his Leaven co purifie 
your Hearts ; be not ſo unjuſt as to charge all the Follies of Men 
as Imperfe&ions in Chriſtianity. * 

Nor be afraid of the Hardſhips of ſingular Truth, Chriſtia- 
nity it felf is no ſuffering Religion ; 'tis Sin only draws down our 
Afii&ions, or elle Chriſtianity would make us Immortal; What 
therefore though G OD' hide his Face from thee for a time, yet 
he is ſtill near thee, and cannot forſake thee. So, what though 


a Shimei mock thee by chance, m it bur as from GOD, and 
2 £1 
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as there is no Accident before him, ſo thy Faith thus in every 
Croſs and Curſe thou haſt will but haſten thy Tryal.: 

And ſo, what though thou wile ſcarce perceive when thou 
enterſt this happy and invincible Stage 'of Faith, yet deſpair 
not; and if 'thou be but found doing good, thou needeſt not 
fear it, though Chriſt come as a Thief in the Night ; nor be 
diſmayed at delays, for though GOD will ry thee ficit, e're 
he confirm thee in it, by Dream or Viſion ; yet it thou prayeſt 
and liveſt exatly, thou art not ſurer evea that thou art, than 
that thou art entred, and if thou humbly perſevere, thou wilt, 
nay, muſt Conquer. | | 

What, - have we not near an Hundred times in Scripture Pro- 
miſes,that if we ask and ſek,it ſhall be given us? And ſhall we 
only deſpair at and refrain ſeeking the Kingdom of GOD? 
And that we are principally commanded to ask. 

Of ar E-* © Nor is our Evil Crilis in this cale lefs certain than 
vil Crifis, Ou good ; for as it were to Blaſpheme God's Juſtice, 
* to ſay, that St. Pas Converſion which he had be- 
cauſe he erred in his Zeal ignorantly, 1 Tim. 1. 13. and Corne- 
liars Viſion was accidental, or Moſess Burial by G OD himſelf, 
or Chriſt's ReſurreRtion at three days by: chance ; fo were it not 
leſs a guilt to ſay, that even [the Puniſhment of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, the Flood, the Canaanites, Corah, Dathan, and zibiram, 
were Arbitrary,and without.exad Juſtice, What, ſhall Chriſt cell 
us, that GOD has a care eyen of, the very, hairs of our Heads, 
and of Sparrows, and can we ſuppoſe him Juſt, 2nd. yet wanton 
in ſuch a Deſtru&ion of Man ? Nay, indeed do net the Scrip- 
=- aſſure us, that he waited till their Iniquities were at the 
all : | 
So undoubtedly alſo there is a ſee Bound of Corruption, even 
to Wiechcraft z and though till ſucke as Fob's and Saul's Aflicti- 
ens, we are ſeldom at the bent of ſuch Tryals as to conſult 
Witches, and to.curſe GOD to live ; yet remember that when 
ſuch Tryals come, even the beſt ſhall not be ſpared if they fall; 
for as even Lucifer fell, and oſes was ſhut out of the Land of 
Canaan for his ſin, ſo if thou fling not thy ſelf wholly upon 
GOD in theſe Tryals, thou wilt affuredly-miſcarry, whether 
thou forbear in Pride or heedlefnefs, 'tis all one, there is a Temp- 
ter too ſubtle for thee ; and whereas if thou relyeſt on G& OD, 
thou canſt not poſlibly be too weak for his Grace. 


And 
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ber therefore that even Chriſt himſelf, the Son of GOD incar- 
nate, was forced to learn this Obedience, and ſeek to him with 
ſtrong crying and tears for his Kingdom, Heb. 5. 7. And yet be: 
not diſmayed thereat, for for all that, 'thou mult certainly over- 
come if thou walkeſt but upright z nor tear if thou truſt. in 
GOD, he will not let thee be carcied away with the Wiles of. 
Satan ; no, he will ſecure thee ſo, that no catch of a Tempta- 
tion ſhall be able-to ſurprize thee, 2 Cor. 4. 7, 8: — 12. 9. But 
then, as GOD told the Jews, 'tis not for your deſerts, but from 
himſelf alone that he bleiſes you : So that after all,we mult learn 
from Chriſt to ſay, that we are unprofitable Servants, and ad- 
mire his Goodneſs only. 

By this time I hope therefore that you believe that neither 
Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, nor the Prophets were 
fayoured in their Tryals ; indeed that they had God's Imparti- 
ſeveral Commiſſions was as the Wiſdomof GOD ality. 
directed, but that they became Prophets was, > nes 
that they improved that Grace of GOD that is offered to all 
Mankind in common.z and hence *cis that we are told, that 
Chriſt himfelt was exalted for his Rigliteouſneſs, Heb, 1. 9. and 
was to grow in Wiſdom, and through bitter Temptations to en- 
ter the Kingdom of GOD: And hence alſo the Apoſtles, who 
had a peculiar advance in Faith through Chriſt's Inſtructions, yet 
after all were forced to attain it through Watching and Purity. 

And hence it was, - that after Moſes and Chriſt had opened the 
Kingdom of Heaven through Faith, many others took courage, 
became Prophets; :and followed thera : Whereas after a dead 
Infidelity has once invaded the World, it has required the pe- 
culiar care of Providence to renew our Faith again ; forthough 
by chance GOD in Mercy may have given Viſions and Re- 
velations even to Children and impure Perſons, for the ſake of 
others, and as indeed he did once by an Aile, yet a fall and 
perfe&t ſource of Prophecy is only attainable through a real 
Purity. .. 

But you will ſay, did not GOD particularly Pg: 
favour Sa Ifrazlites, whilſt he curſed E/au,and Ca- __ +454 
»aan? No, as to Temporalities poſſibly he might, ,**." 
but as to the main current of his- Juſtice 'cwas as. ſincere to. the 
one as the other: Thus he would not expel che Canaanites till 


their Iniquities were grown to the full, anc! Sodows and emgnss 
| ac 
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ſons remaining therein 3 and even the Old World had the Pa- 


I ſee the matter, we would fain excuſe our Luſts, and fling 
all on 'GOD, we would fain make his ways unequal, as the 
: Chileren of 1rael did about the four Grapes, when they aſper- 
ſed GOD, that the ſins of the Fathers fet the Childrens Teeth 
. on edge. But what, are not theſe Calumnies falſe, and have we 
not reaſon on the contrary to be even raviſhed with the unſpeak- 
. able Love of GOD? | 
But to illuftrate this the better, ſhall not GOD beſtow one 
or five Talents on whom he pleaſes? Shall the Stone complain 
that he is not a Plant, and the Horſe, that he is not a Man, or 
' the Man, that he is not an Angel? Or what, ought we not ra- 
ther all ro joyn together to be thankful for the Bounty of our 
Maker ? Ac this rate, like Lucifer elſe, we ſhall endeavour at laſt 
to be our own Carvers even of the God-head alſo. 
I fay then, if GOD gives him that has one Talent a fair 
Tryal as well as him chat has ewo, or him that has two, a fair 
Tryal as well as him that has five, have they reaſon to complain ? 
no ſurely. Nor is this our caſe neither, for GOD is more 
_ good than ſo; he has promiſed co increaſe our Talents likewiſe 

if we uſe them well, and if fo, where is the leaſt room for theſe 
Calumnies? Have we not rather reaſon to admire the infinite, 
and unfathomable Mercies and Judgments of GOD? 

Nor is the Objection from the Parable of the Labourers of 
any obſtruction or difficylty in this matcer neither, for what 
though as our Saviour therein tells us, that he that comes in to 
work at the latter end of the day, ſhall have his Peny equally 
with him that bore the heat of the day ; muſt that deſtroy the 
degrees of Glory, which his Apoſtles alto have revealed unto us, 
and which he himſelf alſo has declared by his Parable of the 
Talents? No, rather every Man ſhall anſwer for his Improve- 
ment only, and live longer or ſhorter, or work more or lefs, yet 
ſhall no ſuch accidental Advantages benefic or injure him, but 
only his crue and real advance through-the Grace of God. 

Bur you ſay, GOD proteted Moſes and Chriſt from their 
Infancy ; and why not? Where he has ſown an extraordinary 
Seed of many Talents for the good of the World and his own 
Glory, may not he juſtly in ſuch a caſe alſo give notice of the 


p_ birth 
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Tryals ? | | 
| Thus could St. Pas!'s pecpliar Call keep him from working 
out his Salyation with fear and trembling, Phil. 2.12. and Pray- 
ing, and keeping his Body under, left whilſt he Preached, he 
himſelf ſhould be caſt away, 1 Cor. 9-27. Thus, could Lucifer's 
Height ſecure him, or AMoſes's Revelations bring him into the 
Land of Canaan ? Or to put the Argument to a higher Topick, 
will you queſtion that Juſtice that even the Devil does not, who 
. upon his certainty of its |» 27, pang to tempt even our 

Lord and Saviour Chrift Jeſus? No, no, the ways of God are 


too immutable to be drawn aſide at any time into petty ſhifts: 


and by-ways. 

Nor on the ſame Account may we ſafely venture co Judge 
any Man ; what, do we not fee that greateſt Sinners every day 
RE And does not the Spirit often chooſe unlikely means 
to Wo 


ridly appearance, leſt therefore like thoſe who would not- 


let even that great Prophet Chriſt Jeſus have Honour in his own 
Country ; let us forbear to cenſure and judge the Mercies and 
Judgments of God, which are unfathomable: Let us not look 


—— on what Men are, or haye been, but what they may- 


Upon the whole matter therefore, if God uſually lets the 
Father's Ignorances deſcend on the Son, according to his Fourth 


Commandment, and as we feel to our forrow through the Fall 
of Adam, and his Piety come as a to increaſe the Ta-- 


lents of his Generation, as he did in Abraham, yet if he allows 


them equally fair Tryals, is he not Juſt ? And if he gives him 


\ that has one Talent five for the Improvement, or takes his away 
quite that abuſes them, is not this Juſt alſo? O the wonders of 
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the Mercies and Judgments of GOD ! who can ſufficiently ads - - 


mire the Mercies, or dread the terrible Juſtice of our God * 


And yet though the Scriptures,in purſuance of Of av gradual * 


this Doarine, acquaints us, that we ſhall not all 


dye, x Cor.1F. as it the wickedneſs of one part of acceſs herein. 


the World ſhould draw down immediate Judgment ; and of the - 
' other ſide, ics Purity ſhould attrat Tranſlation at the-Conſum- | 
mation of all things: Yet for all this we may aſfore our felves, . 


chat this Conqueſt muſt be by a Gradual Acceſs. Chriſt cells us, 
that the Kingdom of GOD is like a Seed ſown,that ſprings up 
we know not how. Ve 
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another, whether into;Miracles or Tranſlatien,. but to- proceed 
by degrees, and as our time of Tryal will lead us; for as Nemo 
repente fit turpiſſimus, {ſq Nemo repente fit optimmu is as true:z and 
as if there were an Hundred Journeys to the Kingdom. of GOD, 
ſo we muſt have an Hundred rifes and Stonds in Prayer and Pa- 
Tity ere we can receive our Crown. F= 
We may ſee at firſt that Adam was intended for a tryal of 
time, as he was to be Fruitful and multiply ere he was to be 
tranſlated ; and if he,as made a Prophet,was in a ſtate of delay, 
what muſt we expect then that are a compleat Stage below him, 
and that require as long a time ere- we can be Prophets allo ? 
Surely, I ſay, we may well-have Patience 3 would we travel our 
two long Journeys in a Minute, or pertc& ſuch a Stage in an 
Hour 2 | | . 
And thus, ſuppoſe our ſtate to Prophecy required Ten Years 


- the perfecteſt application to GO D, and in the abſoluteſt re- 


ſignation after we are adult, and as indeed icems rational enough 
in the Age of Chriſt ; and ſol ſay, ſuppoſe che. like time were 
allotted tor our Stage of Tranſlation alſo,could we be fo unreaſo- 
nable as to be angry at this Bound of, 'Tryal ſet us by God him- 


: ſelf? Or ſhould, we not rather patiently wait che, leiſure and 


Laws of our Purification in it ? 
Had we not as rationally expe&t-an Infant to be a Man, and 
an Acron to bean Oak. in a day, and lo over-rule all the Laws 


; of Heaven ? Surely we had: And if fo, why may not we have 


the Natural Patience of all things? Nay, and ſince we ſee that 
even the very. World its {git iz forced to grow old,and puritie ic 


- elf thus by degrees. 


But what, atcer all doſt thou think that thy Tryal propoſed is 
tedious and difficult, and that the many raiicarriages of others 
quite diſcourages all tay Endeavours towards ic ? Alas! thou tor- 
getreſt thai, Goid is not. Gold till *ris tryed in the Furnace ; and 
our Sovereign Maker in all the Juſtice of .che World has reaſon 
to take us tor no other than tinſel and diok tor all our gawdy and 
gilded appearance of Uprigitne{(s, until we have ftood a due 
ſhock of 'i'ryais and Temptations ; and after all, wi ſhall ſay 
to Gog, thac.Jultice is not an Actribute woithy of che goodnels 


.of the Divine Majeſty ? 


Beſides God is mote, good than to leave our gain ſo deſperate 
too, he has reſerved many leſſer Meaſures, and lziſker Crowns, 
and 


| y ranſlation, or 
thoſe ones of Millions that have attained to be Prophets; Da- 
vid could rather deſire to be a Door-keeperin the Houſe of God, 
than a Prince in the Tents of Wickedneſs. 
So further, remember that if thou doſt ſet about this great 
Work, that chou do it not like the Sons of Zebedee, 
by ſeeking the chief place only, leave that Ambi- Humility. 
tion to GOD, —_ Na doſt - a doſt well, A 
*cis impoſſible but t y degrees he muſt give it thee: Nor 
rieved that GOD does not imanotlcccly appote to thee by 
iſion or Revelation ; remember *cis in Mercy, that he will noc 
lead us further than we are HR leſt we be deſtroyed: The 
Offences that in-the Vale of Ignorance are light and trivial a- 
gainſt the full Glory of GOD's Revelations and Commands, 
magnifie like Achan's, Corab, Dathar's, and Abiram's. Remem- 
ber Fudas, and Lot's Wife, and that if we there fall away, we 
muſt never expect to be renewed, Heb. 6.6. | 7 
_ Take care therefore, for as at beſt GOD will fruſtrate all 
fach Superſtitious ExpeRations of Faith, ſo if thou haſt no '0- 
ther Bottom than ſuch Stubble and Straw of Curioſity to truſt 
to, thou muſt expe&t that when GO D's purifying Fire comes, 
that though thou arc raiſed even as high as Lucife in thy conceit, 
yet all will conſume and fall,yea,and thou with it ; nay,and that 
though thou raiſe thy Babel a Thouſand times, if it does not do 
worſe, and run thee into Enthuſiaſm and the Delufions of Satan. 
And yet-for all this thou muſt ſtill work it out wich Patience; 
thou maſt not think now only to aim at a Tabernacle here, and 
with the Faith of Abraham and the Patriarchs reft at a Pilgrimage 
in this World only; for though David and others were Men'in 
their time,and Light after GOD's own Heart, yet now we havo 
a more perfe& and holy Example, to wit, Chriſt Jeſs, a Prieſt 
after the Order of Melchizedeck, that never dyes, and greater * 
than Abrabam, Heb. 7. 3-'&fﬀSo that now we are without Excuſe, 
if that we only ſeek an Earthly Canaan ; for to what end does 
Light come into the World, if we ſtill remain in Darkneſs ? 
But you will ſay, the Apoſtles attained not hereto, -and yet 
were very Holy Men ; and what then? Do they not * 
all confeſs themſelves the imperfe&t followers of 'the Obje#. 
great Pattern Chrift Jeſus? I m_ judge that ic was hy 
meg 


Mm their growten 10 3 Out 2 torbear to: | 
as I am ſure if I do, I cannot be certain, however by the effect: 
*is plain that there was ſomething wanting in them, -as there: 
was in their caſting out ſome Devik, that they could not but 
by Faſting and Prayer, Zske9. 39, 40.' But I leave their Judg- 
ment to GOD. | 

To proceed therefore, thou muſt not for all this let theirs , 
nor any others. failings make thee forbear thy hopes for Purity 
and Happineſs; no, as I have faid, let GOD be true, and: 
every Man a lyar; Nor fear, for if thou art exactly fincere, thou 
muſt conquer ; nor be difmayed that thou haſt hitherto lived in 
ſin, for Chriſt has ſhewn thee by his Parable, that though thou 
come in at the latter end of the day, yet *cis all one ; indeed 


_— thy pitch and continuance in Faith, that will be.all in 


-" But thou art a Few or Tak, and canſt not meet with Reaſon 
ſufficient co Convert thee to Chriſtianity : And what then? If . 
thou followeſt it but in this alone, and: art ſincere, and art not 
wilful in thing own Ignorances, *tis impoflible but that thou 
muſt Conquer ; and rather than thou ſhale fail, of a neceſſary 
truth, if thou perſevere in this courſe to ſeek: the Kingdom:of 
GOD, and conform toan exact Scrutiny of Truth, exen GOD 

© himſelf will reveal it to thee, as he did it to St. Par! and Corne- 
. Jizw, 1 Tim. 1.13. Ad: Cap. 9, 10. 
- - Let us chearfully then ſet about this great Work, and try to 
Rival one. another in it, -and in who can help each other moſt 
' towards it; let us Pray without ceafing, x Thef/. 5. 16, and let 
us add to that a purifying Induſtry, that we may not tempt 
GOD; care we not Cowards to let Enech and Elias through the 
Law of Nature, and a Law of Ceremonies and Shadows enter © 
this Kingdom, whilſt we are- ſhut out, that not only have the 
Example, but the moſt particular Inftru&tions of Chriſt to help 
” us towards it ? 
You ObjeR, That the Tranſlation of Eroch and Elias was not 
on this Account, but rather with the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, to 
give an Ocular Demonſtration to the ſeveral Ages of the World 
of the Immortality of the Soul. But why ſhould you: ſurmiſe 
thus ? Do the Scriptures ſay thus? Nay, do they not plainly ſay 
the contrary, and make all the meer effe& of Faith ? Heb. 11. o. 
If fo, then let us no longer lye Idle, and be thus deceived _ 
| the 


5 Out WISE 04-07 (Ie ©. 

6853+ $ NE ks © 8, oY SIS. 2 as AS 9 < 2 ns, 07 OS, Y \ By, 4 & © es STI EE ev EV 9 ee ont Boas > , W 3 «4465 oh 2 ERIE OE 

Fad 2 En > WOES 34 vo Let 2: We x x 3. REST Sag PRs, * av... * 4 . £7 . þ - 4. "$a x =" <A 5 3. a] 5 i. "A Ss Rog $Sr TW _ 

: 4 #. Fon — | EE LO IE OE 25 2 ry y 3 SEE $5 w— + 2 - x 7 "#  LBIEE RE a CH v5 .- $1; Ry PE bl mers ' 5 ATE we 64 34-4 LI. 

CASE "oh FS K, = ng of. Os q £ 4 % >£ = I 4 ” =Y K. 20 5 s 4 pY 24 » 4” 5 . 5 {i 
EE i hs es EP LO EIN FO by . > Sa 4.3 I f MEE MT IO T,.: I Lk Het nite © a lg RS, WS 2 LADS IIRET Rl ls ks ; 

FEESY > x4 Ro 4 15S UI? bs | FC - 3 - « % Fg - ®.." SHS a 4 - 
by . 4 "Sep F 4 


as redo Mehr 45 aces acts Bas a Fan 
L F 3 ” X? WE LS we AN M5 Eo AY LOWY FG 7% 4 


%, 


hce of Trath only, Jet is embrade"the Ser} 

hroughly, or reje&t tant Habra 
-* Bur alas, in truth the thing is 6ur Luſts are in our/way, and 
we refift the leading 'of GO D's Spirit, and *ſo'it is that he is 
forced to perfedt us as high as he can ; alas, we are fo far from 
moving Mountains, and making Iron ſwim with our Faith, that 
with St. Peter, we fink the firſt ſtep we take on the Water 3 we 
have not the Faith even to give us a Mortal Canaan, or to make 
the Walls of Fericho fall ; how ſhall we then expect the Spiricual 
Canaan, and the New Feruſalem amongſt us ? 

But as we can't 'tis our own fault, and only ours ; we will 
not follow the Spirit of GOD, I am ſure that he tryes us e're 
he leaves us, and meerly the cunning of the Devil cannot ſup- 

lant us; is he nigh us? GOD is nearer, and thou canſt not 
all but by chine own privity ; but when inſtead of Induſtri- 
ouſly following GO D's leading Methods to Wiſdom, through 
Meditation and Conſcience thou reſiſt them, do you think you 


- 


do not ſtop up your own way ? 
And from this wilful and perverſe Spirit of Infidelity it is 


chat GOD has been forced, as I have ſaid, once in 2000 years 
'or leſs, either to deſtroy the World, as he did by the Flood, or 
elſe in Mercy to raiſe-up ſome new Patcerns of Faith to lead us 
again; and thus he gave us Moſes and Chriſt, after both whom 
{ome afreſh begun to ſerve GOD in Purity, and to become 
Prophets allo; bur alas, how, ſoon are we rerurned, like the Dog, 
ro his Vomic, and ſunk into our old Infidelity again ? \f 

In truth one may juſtly ſay of the beſt of Men amongſt us 
now adays, they entercain ſo many Vertues, and ſo many Vices, 
ſo much Piety, and fo much Sin, and which continually encoun- 
ters with one another in them; if Vice prevails, he is moſtly 
wicked, if Vertue, he is our good Man. O that we could but 
ſay of any of us, that Sin and Vice were quite extin& in us, at 
leaſt as co our will, if not to frailty ! for then, with*Enceh, might 
we be truly ſaid to walk with GOD alſo. 

But befides this I may add, and what, ſhall we never learn, 
with the bleſſed Simeon and Anna, and Foſeph of Arimathen, pure 
polcely to wait with a due Patience for the Kingdom of GOD, 
Aark 15.43. Luke 23. 51. If with them we do not hap 5en to 
riſz to the greateſt Pertetion, yet at leaſt we ſhall find that 
GOD at laſt will accept us, an:1 bleſs us for our hearty endea- 
vour's jake as far as they reach, and ſurely that will be Mer than 
a dead Infidelicy. | C 3 Come. 


1:54 


Came unto Chriſt, then, all ye that mg 4 and heavy 
laden, for his Yoke is eaſie, and his Burthen is lightz indeed 


you need fear nothing under his Conduc, as heavier Scholars 
indeed G OD. pricks us forwards through Afﬀfidtions, but if we 
fincerely endeavour to be perfet, he cannot bur take chem from 
us ; for then even Angels will deliver us out.of Priſon, Ravens 
Will be forced to feed us, and the mouths of. Lions will be ſtope 
againſt us, only Chriſt ſuffered in this ſtate of Purity, and that 
for our fakes, and by his own conſent ; he not only cells us he 
could have more than Twelve Legions of Angels co help him, 
if he pleaſed, Mat. 26. 5. but even his Perſecutors were forced 
to go back and fall down from his Preſence, ere they could 
ſeize him, Fobn 18. 6. 

. Asthe All-juſt GOD therefore cannot inflit the Puniſhment 
or Purgation on thoſe that walk as pure already, fo let-us learn 
to Cheriſh this little Muſtard-ſeed of the Kingdom of GOD 
till it become as-a Tree, and wherein all the Vertues of Divinity 
and Morality may flouriſh, Mark 4.32. Elyjab deſtroyed Abab's 
Guards, Moſes drowned Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red Sea ; 
and we have a Promiſe evento bind Kings in Chains, and Prin- 
ces wich Links of Iron: And think you not that theſe things 
were done, and theſe promiſes made for . the Example, and the 
Encouragement of the Saints? 

'Tis true, St. Paul by his being wrap'd up into the third Hea- 
ven, and St. Fobn by his having the Revelations given him, ſeem 
only of the Apoſtles to have made their approaches near this 
Perfeion ; Transfigurations and ſuch Viſions being the uſual 
dawnings of Tranſlition, as Divine Dreams are of Prophecy : 
And they failed coo, but what if they did, were they not Men 
as well-as we? They had a greater meaſure of Chriſt's help and 
Example indeed, but what, is GOD a refpeRer of Perſons? 
. And have we not the ſame offers' of Grace, and as fair a Tryal 
given us, as ever they had ? | 

For ſhame therefore let us ſerve GOD with all our ſtrength, 
to + and all our might, Mark 12, 30. and fo recom- 

—__ ompiea? mend our ſelves more nearly to his Prote&ion, 

o arts and that can only be through a vigorous Faith. 
The Scriptures have told us already, that Faith without Works 
is dead ; and I ſhall add alſo, that Works without Faith to lead 
them are dead allo, I mean as to the Kingdom of GOD. With- 
- out Faithy'tis impoſlible to ſee or pleake GOD, —_ =_ 
| aith, 
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Faith, if ie be firong, it muſt prevail; nay, and thought it be- 
_ erring, if not » & appears by Cornelize and St. Pawl , 
1 Tim. 1.13. Whexeas on the contrary, if ic be ſtrong and 
evil, it muſt needs draw down Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion upon 


And hence it is that our Saviour tells us, That all things ave 
poſſible to bim that believes, Mark 9. 23. Indeed he ſays, Had we 
the Faith of a grain of Muſtard-ſced, we might at a word remope 
ths Sycamine-tree, or Mountain, and caſt it into the Sea, Luke 17. 
6. And hence it is that, O ye of Gitle Faich, is almoft his con- 
ſtant Expoſtulatory upbraiding throughout the whole Goſpels, 
Lake 9.41. | 

Hows likewiſe it is that his Apoſtles after him, when they 
bad. their Faich once ſtrengthned in themſelves co move it in 
others, tell us, That whatſoever u not of faith, ſm, Rom. 14.23, 
So alſo that Faith was imputed to Abrabam for Righteouſneſs , * 
Rom. 4.22. And therefore to uſe their Argument, though ac 
the time of our Ignorance GOD winked at us, yet now he 
expeas we ſhould Repent, 4#s.17. 30. and remain in our dead 


_ and brutiſh Infidelity no longer. 
Nay further, this Faich of the Kingdom of GOD is the 


only real and excellent Faith ; to believe barely in Chriſt, and 
that he was crucified, is no more than what the Devils believe , 
and yet have ſtill reaſon to tremble ; but to believe in him, and 
to act purſuant to his maſt exgellent Dodrine of the Kingdom, 
and to lead good Lives, is to follow the deſign and ſcope of his 
Goſpel, and is that aQiveFaith which only has the Promiſes. 
of Salvation. | 

Bue why do I remain: on the brink of my Argument thus 2. 
Hath not Chriſt even expreſly promiſed, That thoſe that keep bu 
ſayings, ſhall never. ſee Death? John 8. 51. And hat thoſe that be- 
lieve in bim, (ball never dye, John 11.26. but are.paſſed from death 
unto life, John 5.24, And doth he not expreſly limit this Death 
in his Bizourſs to our Life in this World as well as the other ?- 
uy 6. 49, Fo. 58 Nay, has he not promiſed us more, . that ws 

all do greater Works than he himſelf has done; and really 
whatever we ſhall ask in Faith, Fobn 14. 12. 

As Sin therefore is the Road to Death, as alſo Grace is to Life, 
Rom. 5. 21. So let us through theſe Encouragements of Chriſt 
learn to avoid our Sins and Luſts, which run us into Sin and- 


Death, Fames 1, 15, and follow thoſe ways that lead us, to Ho-- 


lineſs. 
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our Example and EhcOragenihat þ 29 what needed elſe: that 


cops they left were only. juſt deſigned for themſelves to fol- 
ow : Sou " 

But then withal we ought to remember," that it'is not our 
Faith at ſpurts and times, thopgh*never {o lively, but 'tis our 
conſtancy in it, that is to bring us tb' work theſe Wonders: And 
thus ic is that ſuch a Faith'is only of fe, that Rules onr Ai- 
ons as with a Law; that ſtands firm, though ruffled by difap- 
pointment, and that dares laugh at Croffes, and whom no out- 
ward Stay can fail ; we myſt not,with David, againſt G O'D's 
Command number ovir People, as if''we would repoſe on an 
Arm of Fleſh; but we muſt learn with a'generons freedom: 
readily and wholly to obey the Commands of GOD, mavgre 
all Fears and Diſappointments ONever, 207 then we 'need not 
feat'but that in due time we fhalt'ev t wrap bp our ſelves/into 
ts Tr oegaalo Lochtde atrig 
"And thus alſo what though thy frailty make thee to continue 

\ to ſin, yet deſpair not, but reſolve at leaſt to be good through 
GOD and Chriſt, nor judge thy Faith through lictle Doubts 
and tranſient Deſpairs mcident to the. frailty of: Humane Rea- 
{dning, but if it has all along —_ thee to be Active and 
Faithful, ſcorn even all the Arts and Wiles of Satan to diſcourage. 
thee. What, wilt thou let any Creature out-vye thy Conftancy ? 
Wile thou ſee the Sun and Stars continue their courſes and luftres 
in Obedience to their GOD, whilſt thou only forgoeſt thine 
Holy Faith and Integrity ? me &- 

Though as a Woman conceiving, and in Travel therefore 
thou art forced to bear many a bitter pang, ere thou arrive to 
bring torth this Son, yet at laſt doubt not but that thou wilt 
have him ; I mean him that ſhall be able to Rule the Nations as 
with a Rod of Iron, Rev. 2. 26,27. and that will not only - 

able 


- 
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But thou doubteſt thy afſurance in theſe things: And what, 
cannot Exanmples-ſatisfis, theg ? Surely that Enoch and Elijah, and 
Chriſt after his ReſurreQion were tranſlaged , were Evidence 
enepgh, did -we weigh matters juſtly ; beſides, if, we enter the ' 
Kingdom of Heaven by the reverſe of the Fall of Adam, and 
as is moſt rational, can we think GOD fo cruel, as to require 
the Puniſhment after the Purgation? Oc can we Blaſpheme fo, 
as to ſay, he has made us naturally uncapable of that PerfeRion 


he requires of us? Nay,.qr can we. have any regard to the Pro- - _ 


miſes of Chriſt, who has aſſured us, that whoever keeps his. 
Sayings, ſhall never ſee Death, and doubt it? 
 Whac ſhall I ſay then? Could GOD grant theſe Favours: 
to ſome Men only, and not be partial? Surely without we will 
Blaſpheme him, they are in the power of all to ſeek and have ; 
and-if ſo, what though. you have few Talents, as I have ſhewn 
you, uſe them but. well, and you have a Promiſe of Increaſe : 
And what though you are tempted, fear not, for from St. Paul. 
op may learn that the Grace of,,GOD is ſufticient for thee. 
d what though God hide his Face from thee, without thou 
forſakeſt him. he cannot leave:thes, in. truth: he is neareſt when 
ſeeming furtheſt ; ſo that'if thou art-loſt in this matter, 'cis plain 
it muſt be wilfully and knowingly, and not by Accident, for 
otherwiſe GOD *s Veracity. cannot let thee fail. 

If thou once layeſt hold therefore on the ficlt Link of this Di- 
vine Chain, the Holy Spirit. myſt needs lead thee right ; and if 
thou purſue the other Links. he. ſhall carry thee to, faithfully 
and couragiouſly thou muſt aſcend ;. bur. if you let go or ſtop, 
*ris your own fault, and you-muſt expect either to fall into a de- 
ſpair, or.at beſt that the Holy Ghoſt ceaſe co raile you higher , 
and endeavour to purifie you as high as he can : Whereas if chow 
art but once truly and throughly prepared, thou needeſt not fear 
either Dangers, Misfortunes, or Temptations, for as. GOD 
cannot but ſecure thee from thery if thou relyeſt on him in them, 
ſo their ſeeming hazard in a perfe&t Faith thou mayeſt aflure 
thy ſels will but haſten thy Tryal and Vidory the ſooner. 

Nor be concerned. at the meanneſs of thy Perſon whoever 
thou art ; for as Chriſt himſelf was a Carpenter's Son, at -leaſt 
in Repute and Education, {o though thou. art even a Slave, Gor 

| will: 


nay, he'll accepe thy conſtant Meditations towards it if thou 
halt no other leiſure ; and no matter whether thou be Eloquenr 
or Fooliſh in thy Addreſs; ſo thou be but ſincere, GOD like 
a tender Father will as well hear thy ſtammer'd Prayers as thoſe 

. of his moſt fearnedGohs: We ſee by the choice of Chriſt in 
his Apoſtles, that none are contemptible to' GOD, and that 
even Fiſhermen, if they have Hearts, ſhall be preferred 
before either the wiſeſt or the wealthieſt. 

But yon expe clearer grounds than theſe you ſay, for ſuch 
a'Perfetion as Tranſlation: I anſwer, was not Chriſt to be our 
Pattern and Example in all things? And if he was, was not he 
tranſlated ? *Tis true, he dyed: firſt, becauſe he came purpoſely 
into the World to be our Sacrifice, and to obtain the Second 
Covenant, Heb. 8. 8, 9. But you ſee for all that, that Death could 
hold him but chree days,” and Enoch and Elias obtained it with- 
our. | 

And beſides, why doth Chriſt all along exhort to a powerful 
and operative Faith? Indeed Prophecy, Miracles, and Tranſla- 
tion ſeem now all equally impoflible, but that is from the want 
of our Faich, or elſe why ſhould it not ſeem as poflible for & 
greater Faith to attain Tranſlation, according to Heb. 11. 5. as 
for a leſs to reach Prophecy or Miracles? Surely it ſeems eaſier 
in its ſelf for GOD to keep us from Death altogether, than to 
raiſe Men again ſo Miraculouſly as he did, from the duft of the 

Grave at the Death of Chriſt, Mat. 27. 52. 

. But you will ſay; we are naturally Mortal : And was 

. Objef. not Adam fo, who was created to ſubſilt through eating 

and drinking as well as we? And if hethrough che Pro- 

vidence of GOD was capable of being preſerved Immortal 
till he fell, as ſeems the very purport of -the Scriptures, have 
' we any reaſon to deſpair the ſame Care or Power ? Is either the 
hand of 'the Lord grown ſhort, or can his Loving-kindneſs ever 
fail us? Surely that our Lives are ſhort, as they are, is in great 
meaſure to be attributed to our ſelves ; do we not ſee how we 

-might prolong our Lives, if we were careful,- as Galen, and ma- 

ny others have done by their Temperance before us ? 

With a like Reaſon alſo: you wonder to fee the Deſtrufions 
of Death, the Ravages of War, and the Blood of Maſlacres. 
Alas! you ſhould rather wonder at the ſin of Men, that will not 
tet them perfe&t themſelves aboye theſe things, and leave "_ 

| ins 
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our own CAE: While we continue under the Curſe of - Sin, 
and have nothing in us like the Life of Faith, Deathis juſtly 
our Portion, and what Injury is it that GOD in his Providence 
takes us out of the World, either ſingle, or in multitudes, as he 
is pleaſed to introduce-any new Scene. or Change in the World 
by-ic, fince we all alike deſerve Death? . 

And juſt ſo .alſo as Infants and new-born Babes God is merci- 
ful in withdrawing us from the Milcries of Life, beſides that Death 
is our Portion, and our common Curſe co expe, till Faith 
come in, and by the Power and Juſtice of GO D entitle us to 
Immortality : Saith che Scriptures, The day that thou eateft thereof. 
thou ſhalt dye ; that is, thou and thy Poſtericy ſhall become Mor- 
cal, and as we find we are; but does thac imply that an exacter 
Purity and Obedience when we come to the Age of Diſcretion 
ſhall not through Faith reverſe the Curſe of Adam, and carry- 
ing us firſt back again into the Spiritual Paradiſe, reſtore us to 
the Tree of Life alſo ? 

Chriſt indeed doth not ſeem {o much to declare ſuch an Im- 
mortality the immediate effe& of Faith as Miracles ; but why ? 
Becauſe he leads his Diſciples to the leſſer degrees of Faith firſt, 
- and inſtructed them as their Capacities could bear, or elſe he 
doth not negle& Inſtructions even to Immortality neither 5 but 
we ſee what Encouragement ſuch a forward ' Truth as Tranſla- 
tion was like to meet with, when the Fews not only reviled him 
for pretending to it, and that he ſhould be greater than their 
Father 4brabar that dyed, but even many of his Diſciples alſo 
lefe him upon it, Joby 6. And ſurely then he had great En- 
couragement to Preach ſo forward a Dodarine (o ſoon. 

Beſides he knew that as they grew more in Faith, that GOD 
would eicher reveal this to them, or that they would know it of 
courſe ; fo that if they but improved their growth in Spiricual 
Wiſdom through an exad purſuance. of GOD's Holy Suggeſti- 
ons, *ewere impoſlib!e that they ſhould ever have miſcarried. 

Nor need we wonder that GOD has only revealed theſe 
Truths to thoſs that have ſo induſtriouſly ſerved him, no, and 
that though they were even Apoſtles; do we not fee the Ex- 
ample of this even in St; Peter, who for the lake of Cornelizs was 
forced to have a particular Revelation to affure him chat GOD 


was no reſpeter of Perſons. So that well may we.miſcarry if 
D | we 
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we have GOD: alotedoalfforusa © 1 } 
Let me therefore:rhearten'.you'to- this great Vittory by that 
gracious Promiſe of 'our-Blefſet} Saviour, Rev. 2. 26. And to bim 
that overcomih; and keepetl "my works unto the end, 10 bim will I 
givepower over the Nationss' And he ſball Rule them with a Rod of 
. Thom : as the Veſſels of a Pottiv ſhall they be broken to ſhivers, even 
a I received of my Father. * And I will give him the Morning-ftar. 
© 4.7501. ÞDJ1Boe thou wanteſt immediately to be at Vi- - 
Of Miracles, 8&c. ſions and Miracles, and to fee the Credentials 
S123571 of Prophets : Alas, beware left thy impa- 
cient Pride harry thee to Enthafiaſm j -remember that as th 
fond Paffions cannot raiſe" thee 'in the Kingdom of GOD, & 
if thy Sineerity be entire, thy little involuntary = of tfrailty 
cannot-hure thee'z but yet as thy conſtant” application in Purity 
will carry thee to Heaven, fo a laſting and ſettled, proud, pre- 
ſumptuous Curioſity muſt needs hurry thee to Enthuſiaſm and 
Deluſion. | 
What, don't we find that *ewas the Practice even of Chriſt 
himſelf not to atterapt any thing in Faith cill his' time was 
come? Nay, was it not' one of the very Temptations of the 
Devil co him; to ſet him preſumptuouſly to turn the Stones into 
Bread when he was at hangred in the Wildernefs, before his 
proper ſeaſon of Miracles? .Yes; ſurely it was, and that Ged 
who has ſo freely helped and delivered his Servants in their real 
diſtreſſes, 'is not leſs averſe ro thoſe that have preſumptuouſly, 
zpglected his ordinary means in an Ambition of extraordinary. 
earn therefore with Patience to -expeRt thy growth as a 
| Child,and co wait fach Credentials when G OD {hall ſee fir to 
give them, remember that as to have them before thy time were 
to deſtroy thy Tryal, ſo-even'todefire them were a ſin, as crol- 
ſing the Will of GOD, and to which we ought at all 'tnmes to 
pay the moſt entire Submiflion *: *Tis true, G'O D- has promiſed 
us, That our Old M:in ſhould dream Dreams , -and that our Young 
Men ſhould ſee Viſions ; but yet 'tis fit then that we ſhould wait the 
leifure and performance of- the:Condirion firſt. | 
: Beſides we want' Revelations, Viſions, and Apparitions, bat 
what for ? Only to ask- wanton Queſtions of the other World , 
when we forget that fach a Curiolity is preſumptuous, and that 
we ought to acquieſce wholly in hearing our Meſſage. Or what 
is it that we would ſeek by them, only to know our Duty ? 
As 
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Moſes and the Prophets, *fteither ſhall we' one: from "the'Dead; 
Luki t6.28. ''Should” aff Angeliappear to us the could nor alter 
Truth ; nay, and we -forget'that' Satrh -ofren appears as an An- 
gel of Light: So that all we can expe& from ſuch a'Curioſiry, 

is but to draw down the Deluſions'of 'evil Angels amonegft us. 
| | So that you ſee GOD may defervedly Puniſh this wancon- 
neſs with a want of Viſion; we 'may' prepare tir ſelves'not to, be 
igriorant of the Voice of GOD whiery heſpeaks indeed ;as Moſes 
and Samuel were, but we are to expet to be always left and 
eryed in doubts whilſt we reft in the Pilgrimage and Wilderneſs 

- this World : Indeed it has been the common condition of 
the Juſt co live by Faith, Hab:2. 4-* and till Death'sr Tranſ}a- 
tion we muſt not expe&-2 certainty or perfeQion:' What, is . 
not-our very Being'in Fleſh, as'the'Apoſtle ſays, by*defign'alſs 
to'be as abſent for the Lord 7 ''' | _ 

And thus, ,had not Chriſt himſelf his hours -of Temptation 
as well as Viſion, and ſhall we 'pretend to an Exemption ? No, 
we muſt expe& them'in all ſtates 7 cill our ſtate of Prophecy, 
indeed our Tryals are'iriore datk;/ as/eheountring chiefly a:bri- 
wiſh Infidelity, but after thar;'eveh" in; Revelation, they artnot 
leſs dangefous, arid when, like Chrift, -4hd- Adam, and Eve; we 
are turned lo5ſe'to' the Perfonal'Wiles of Satan,” 1 
; But your would know how 'reams'wnd: Viſions ate to be 
known and truſted: As to that you muſt bewarg”'i i» | - + 
of a preſtimpruons Curioficy of alPkinds, for ih thoſe” Of Dreioms 
things you garnble out” of the 'Roadi of ' GOD 5'- and Vifions. 
and therefore" if' he leave you to Evil Angels, you-/ © 
need not'whnder: And fo in all other Methods, whereby you' 
ſhall ſhew your ſelf uneaſie ar the leiſure of GO D'S Tryals 
yoti ought'to dread your ſtate for fear of ſore*dreatful Jadg- 
ment of Enthuſiaſm. TMGT 2 242 7 > 

' But if on che contrary you know your fel Tanooene m your 
Conſcience from ſuch a Preſumption, you - need not fkegr bue 
| that whatſoever Dream or Viſion you have! that appears to be 
good, muſt come from GOD, -and as it Commands you, you 
ought to obsy ic; for as the Scriptures declare} thaz GOD- of- 
ten leads Men by Dreams, ſo that plainly implies, that he requires 
usto obey them where he gives them; 'and why ſhonld we bein 
any danger in the caſe? Cannot GOD ſecure us from the De- 

D 2 | lufions 


tions and bodily Injuries of Satan, if we forſeic not his care ? 
And hence it is that GOD will-be, plain with us beyond 
umprion, where he requires ſuch Obedience ; nay, if his 
eiſage be farprizing or extraordinary, as he did to Moſes, he 
will give thee a Miracle rather than fail co confiim thee in it; 
but be ſure then he will never Command thee to do a Moral 
Evil, to rejet Humanity, or. to commit Barbaricies, ſuch are 
Deluſions, under what colour foever of Revelation they may 
appear. 

I and that ſuch Divine Affiſtances are not quite Novelties 
even in our Ages, you have not only Biſhop Uſber's, and Withers's, 
but the Eminent Judge Hales's Authority to atſure you, and yet 
got but that though ſuch are Bleſfings which GO D may give 
us in Grace and Mercy to ſupport us, yet they are not to be 
expected, much leſs defired, without the greateſt Submiſſion and 
Reſignation to the Will of GOD imaginable. 

The Fews were ſick of this Curioſity, and deſired Signs with- 
opt end; and even we alſo, were we humoured to ſee an Angel 
once, in a little time ſhould have the ſame Curioſity again, and 
to what end? Only to furniſh our. ſelves with ſo many Stories, 
and to bring ſuch Sacred. Benefits into Contempt, or to reſent to 
G OD how uneaſie,we: are a4 the Trayals he has ſet us here, 
and contrary to his declared Will how bow we ace for Fruition 
and Perfection. Pe 

Alas! not only when it pleaſes. GOD to bleſs us with ſach 
Private Revelations, they are deſigned wholly for our private 
and fingular Comfort, but we are both preſumpeuous and pro- 
fane, without ſpecial Order to publiſh them ; for what is it to 
another the private Evidences of Grace and Favours that have 
happened+between GOD and our ſelves? Nay, and do. we 
not follow the Example of St. Paul in this, who you ſee would. 
,never reveal the extraordinary private Viſions that he declares 
he had, in his Epiſtles. | 

And juſt with as much Reaſon is it that we are endleſly vain 
in our deſires of ſuch things, we forget our Preſumption in de- 
firing more of GOD than his Wiſdom ſees fit; was GOD. 
ever Prodigal of his Viſions to,any of his Prophets? Or did he 
give them rather rarely, and as his Love to them or Mankind 
required? And if-not,. what is it we aim at? A Prerogative a» 
bove whatever any other enjoyed before ns, and what is _— 

| | | thoſe 
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in this World ? #:-4 + | A 

But to return, how many are there that on the contrary, like "% 
the unbelieving Lord at Samaris, are trod under foet in their 
growth, chrough their Infidelity ? And fo havghtily obſtructing 
the firſt entrance of the Holy Ghoſt, cut off ali their hopes of 
their Progreſs in Piety ; 1 may fſay,can you expe&t that GON 
ſhould proceed otherwiſe than gradually with you, and not truſt - 
you with greater Talents, but according as you manage your 
I ? And if you can't, as he dealt not otherwiſe with the great- 
eſt Prophets, how do you think to walk by. Faith if you ſink 
the firſt ſtep you go? | | 

We have ſundry Examples in Scripture, both in the Old and, 
New Teſtament, of Dreams, ſome plain, and ſome Hierogly- 
phical, wherein GOD has required Men to pay him Obedi-' 
ence, but eſpecially in Daniel the Prophet. I ſay therefore, is 
ſuch Prophetical Dreams are only diſcernable from others by the 
Rules I have before ſhewn, *tis plain then that where we find 
Dreams within ſuch limitations, we ought to obey them in every 
thing that is not evil; nay, and that with our greateſt Skill, and 
without. Tempting GOD to an unneceſlary Miracle where. 
he Commands us, 

Buec what ſhall I ſay? Some Men by a bold Aſſertion,. and a: 
Spiric of Infidelity, will not only tell you, that all Dreams are, 
m Melancholy Fancies,and thence neither diſcernable good 
from nor regardable, but more, that they may level us in. 
common to Bruits, chey tell us, that even Dogs dream: And. 


chough themſelves ſee that Dreams are involuntary, and out of- 
o flatter their own Infi-- 


the power of the Soul, yet the bet 
i: 'is all one to them, 


delity, whether with Reaſon or wit 
they attribute all meerly to the power of Nature. 

Bute methinks ic ſhould be convincing enough to any Man in: 
this caſe, to ſee that all Men Dream not, and that none. can. 
Command the time or thing they dream of ; ſo that GOD at- 

. fords us but rarely Commanding or Active Dreams, as- 
good ones we deſerve. themnot, and as evil ons in Mercy. he, 
protedts us from them ; indeed in.our Dreams he oken lets Satan; 
tempt us by our Lufts and Fears, and the Fathers af. old have; 
taught us to Pray againſt ſuch his Evils, bur that always in ſuch. 

a.giddy and incoherent manner, that it ſpeaks its. ſelf | 
ſion, and from the Deyil. | 
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to cheriſh us -ih our Infidelity, ſeems no more ſtrange tome, 
than.that GOD once \opened -the- mouth of .an Ale; 'for i 
notonly 'GOD is ſo careful of his Creation, as'not- to let an 
haif of our Heads, or a Sparrow fall withove his knowledge, 
bue-even the Devil is ſo indefatigably ARive to*Tormene Man- 
kind, as rather than' fail; to enter into a Serene tempr us ! 
@an we think, I ſay, atnong-other Scratagems he would not 
ſtoop eveti'to give Dogs Dreams allo, when by it he'can give (6 
good an Argument and Support for Atheiſm? And yeteven this 
| Satan cannot do without leave, we fee he conld not enter the 
Herd of Swine, much leſs ſhall we ſuppoſe him able to delude 
orpoſſes a Man without expreſs Authority from --G OD? | 
-Y Barfmiethinks I hear it obje&ted, What Guard:ihave'we then 
*IG> JC 1111 - againſt Enthuſiaſm ? T ſay, as good as 4s agree- 
Of .Zwtbifiaſm. able with GOD +Juſtice,, and our Tryals: 
£:!4 qc The Scripeures tell us, that the\Devil often ap- 
pears as an Angel of Light, but that does'not ſhew-that: therefore 
we have no Power through God's Grace' to'diſcern Him ; 'in- 
-deed through our Pride, or other tau, GOD0may leave ns, 
and fo we may be delnded;''or elſe! 'cis impoſiible :i $6 that ins 
deed 'tis juſtly co our Perils not to diſcover Faicifrom Preſamp-* 
tion, and Revelation from Enthuſiaſm, nay, and *tis whar'Gad 
may moſt jaſtly require at otr hands: ' Lk gets 
In Enthuſiaſm the Faith isexctllent and ſtrong; bue the gdh 
-or end of it is perverted, (6' that any- Man may eaſily *jud 
whether he is in Enthuſiaſnt'or rt; "it In his Zeal: he errsv 
fully, *tis fatal; but if ignorantly, like St! Paul and Abrabam, he' 
need nvt tear but that GO D' wilt rather by a Miracle ſave our 
Son,”and Convert ns, than let us ſuffer damage ;5 bat then -if 
'wich the Jewiſh Exorciſts, and Simon Meg, with the [love of 
the Wofld in our hearts, we {ek ro-hold the Truth in unrighte- 
 ouſnef$, methinks we have no reafon © complain that.our de- 
fires have ſacceeded againſt us, and we are lolt in Enthuſiaſm. 
* And yer not but that there are extreams on che other fide too z 
there are Men that lye dead in Fortms as well as fuch as are mad: 
-it Superſticiot!, and rhat have not Patience for their Tryals; nor 
arty 1 ' to be reproved for burying their Talents,” than'the' 
hr Ir making'every whimſey' that croffes their Thoughts to 
.cotne from GOD; I muſt confeſs the latcer is chiefly proper 
to my Subject here, and yet the former alſo ſtands jaſtly in my 
"way of Reproot. To 
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man's wm > for Laling Truth; Alas! GODis-Holy Sugge> 
» | | Alas! $* 
ſtions and right Reafon''are never diſcernable aſunder, weiars 
only to know 'Ttees by their-Fruits, and not to believeeven} an 
Angel from Heaven, if he Preach other Doarine than:Truth.; 
what hazard are we at then, whether a Man be an Enthufiaſt or 
not, if' we follow him with a blind implicie Submiſſion, indeed 
we are,” but we ought to be always on our Goard; -and to have- 
fuch a Reſpe& for no man's Perſon.  . - q TE 
And thus though 'twere the Devil that per{waded or convin- 
ced me of my Duty, as 'tis ſaid of Luther, I would-not negle& 
it, not but that I would periſh too before that I would ſeek:to 
him 'for it:: And on the contrary, were-I.\ure he: were an An+ 
gel or'a Prophet--that-perſwaded' me to what I knew, or (but 
chonght in my Conſcience to be evil, I would certainly diſobey 
him. | 7 
— What danger have we then lefe of falling into Delufions?' Or 
what good will even the confidence of a Mountebank do our 
feeling Enthuſialts? Alas, nothing but betray them. GOD's 
Spirit is meek and lowly, he tells us, that he refiſts the Proud : 
And hence St. Paut ſays modeſtly: in one place of his Epiſtles , 
that he believes only that he has the Spirit of GOD, 2 Cor. 7. 


4 


0. 
And had not our new Spirit Men, that I am perſwaded have. 


* not his Warrant, better ſay ingennouſly then, that their-Silence 
and Meditation leaves room tor that Holy Spiric, whoſe Aﬀiſt- 


ance they hope they may have,at leaſt in ſome degree,ratherthan 
by an haughty and proud Arrogance thus burſt che growth of 
thoſe Holy Seeds, that ought only to be cheriſhed through Hu- 
mility 2 Nay, and do not they as good as grant this, when they - 
not only ſay, they do, but even we-ſee that they err: grofly-in 
their beſt Exerciſes? , SQ Cu 0208 34d 04 OPTI YTTG 
If you will be free therefore of Enthuſizſm, beware 05 this 
Pride, and beware of a proud and needleſs Separation from - 
others on the too common, but groundlefs pretences that'we'are 
more Holy than' you.:- *Twas prophefied of 'old, chat we-ſhould 
not be able to endure ſound Dodrine, but heap up to our! ſelves 
Teachers having icching Ears, 2 Tim/24.4 But remember” tis no 
flight Offence to forſake a Publick Church too eaſilyp 'twas whiat 
all the Corruptions of the Jews could not make Chriſt do, «who 
always Taught in their Synagogues and Temples, Folts 18:'2b. 
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thing 1 know buc flac , with Eljeb, Shadrack, Meſhack, 
and Fhednego, is able to excuſe thee from it. 

Beſides conſider how many GOD has laid his Judgments 
-on for this ſeparating Pride, and how he has often lect the De- 
vil inſpice them inſtead of the Holy Ghoſt ; nay,and remember 
too that Chriſt made ic his buſineſs to converſe with Sinners,and 
thou for all thy Pride are but a Man, and- much meaner ſure 
than he; and if ſo, as all Mankind are thy Brethren, at worft 
they require thy Advice and Reproof; and fear not , like 
Lot ; thou wilt not be the ſooner deſtroy'd for living amongſt 
them, if thou continueſt pure thy ſelf ; but if baving but a 
ſeeming Holineſs thou-glory in a proud and uncharicable Singu-. 
larity, know that Deluſion will ruine thee. The Soul that has 
not a Love, Faith, and Purity as large as GOD', at leaſt in 
good will, has not his Spirit. | 

By what has been wrote therefore I think it is plain, that 
our diſcerning of Spirits is no ſuch Work to be deſpair'd at as is 
ſuppos'd if we keep our ſelves but pure : Our Wickedneſs in- 
deed may forfeit God's Protetion of us, or elſe we may be 
fure he will not let us be fool'd out of the Glory that he haspre- 
pared forus: And thus as GOD ordinarily has appeared. to 
his Prophets both by Dreams and Viſions, and as he did to 
Adam in Paradice ; ſo he requires our Obedience to them alſo as 
' he has done witii them,and as well he may where he has done but . 
the ſame to others ; andI ſay, it is juſtly alſo even at our Peril co 
diſcern Faith from Preſumption in them, ſince we cannot be 
deceiv'd but thro' our own fault and negleR. 

As I have ſaid before, Certainty and Perfection belong - onl 
to Tranſlation and Fruition ; not, I mean, that if we tru 
wholly in God we are at any hazard neither; as GOD has 
promis'd us not to let us be tempted beyond our Strength, 1 Cor. 
Io. 13. And ſurely we may let GOD be true, tho' every 
Man be a Lyar : But we muſt learn from thence to abate all 
' overweening Pride, and for our own Safety in purſuance of our 
_— to reſign our ſelves wholly and entirely to the Will of 

D. 

And thus had the Magicians exceeded Moſes in Wonders as 
much as there. were hundreds of Baalites to one Elijab, yet Moſes 
and Elyeb (tho* the only Prophets of GOD left) muſt needs be 
diſceraable chro? their Sincerity ; And that Man or Prophet that 
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phet againſt-his known Duty and Conſcience, ſhall have a Lion 
provided to tear him in-,pieces in his way as he returns; and as 
even the Scriptures themſelves have given us in Example. 

To be ſhort, | we may conclude upon the whole matter, that 
not only if we obey not the leſſer and firſt tendings of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, we are' weak to expet the greater, but we are pre- 
fumptuous alſo if we ſeek greater certainty than others have had 
before us. Suppole I am to obey, GOD on theſe terms, do I 
hazard more. than others have. done before me ? And thus could 
it be*any thing but the Innocence of Ads in his own Conſci- 
ence that could affure him that the Angel chat appeared unto 
him in the Buſh, was not other than an Angel of Light ? And ſhall 
I expe then to truſt GOD on ſurer grounds? And even fo 
in Natural Religion alſo,. I have fall as good a Warrant in obey- 
ing an upright Conſcience as . the beſt of Prophets can have in 
following his Revelation. 

Further, by what has been wrote alſo, we may ſee what Au- 
thority and Regard we are to pay even the Scrip- 
tures themſelves. Thus in whatever words the Of Scripture. 
Prophets or Apoftles wrote, as they had them 
from ſame Viſion or Revelation, or from Chriſt, we ought to 
pay them an abſolute regard, as coming immediately from the 
Spirit.of GOD himſelt; but whatever Truths they delivered 
prudentially, and as from their own Reaſoning, we ought to 
take them as ſuch, and; wherein we have the Advice of the 
moſt Holy and Sincere Men, and as the Apoſtle St. Paul himſelf 
acquaints us. 

And hence alſo we ſee plainly that the Apoſtles not only ad- 
viſed to ſtudy, x Tim. 4. 13. and underſtood Chriſt's words by 
degrees, as the Spiric occaſionally operating with their own Rea- 
ſoning explained them, - but even in their Citations out -of the 
Old Teſtament, they both, ;truſted their Memories, and rather 
regarded ſenſs/than words; and: hence St. Matthew Cites Fere- 
miah for Zecharith 5 and hence St. Luke is ſo modeſt, that in the + 
very beginning, of his Goſpel he rather ſhews you that he writes 
to be credited as a fair Witneſs, . than one that in every word 
would Command you by an Infallible Inſpiration, 

Not that I would, infinuate hereby by any means neither (as 
the Judicious Lowth in this cafe has very well obſerved) as if the 
Inſpiration of Holy Writ were __—_— or that the Scriptures 
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think their Do&rines were not th confirmed by God; Bur 
whether ſuch Teftimony'sf God muſt : their Inſpiration 
C_ or-their InſtruQion of 'us' to a liceral Infallibility ( as 
he likewiſe obſerves) let the Reader judge. + | 

' Nay, and befides I may add, for the Holy Ghoſt to have 
made the Prophets and Evangeliſts his Secretaries Verbatim, would 
not only have done violence to their Fryals, but were to no pur- 
poſe neither : For what'needed he to' have ſhewn-thoſe things 
by Revelation, that 'Reaſon could find! out? So alſo if he had 
dictated to them Verbatim, as Truth is one, and Wiſdom is one 
in Perfe&tion, fo it were impoſlible that there ſhould be a letter 
varying in what they wrote'; nay,and if he had,why ſhould we 
think -of them, that they ſhould rather only Hiſtorically deliver 
the Precepts of Chriſt then, thart diſpoſe them in' order, and as 
from themſelves, had not they thought that his Authoriry in 
giving them was greater than their own? 

And fo what bur this Fallibility was ir, may I ſay, made the 
Apoſtles meer together to diſpute in Council, had they, like the 
Prophets in their particular Meſſages, gotten GOD immediate 
InſtruRions in all chings? One had ſpoke the Mind of 'all, -and 
there could never have been any occaſion to aſſemble co diſpute, 
fince they could never vary in Judgment, but like our Saviour, 
who had the Spirit without meaſure, they would have proceeded 
on in Eternal paths of Love, Truth, and Unity. 

"Nor is their Credit even as thus, and from their very Since- 
rity little, as it is, as a Heathen refleted, when he read their 
Morals, 1 wiſh all the World had believed them. So indeed they 
have ſuch an Integrity, that they cannot bur-command a Reſpect 
where ever they come, And as for their Errors and mutual 
tefſer Variances, they rather benefit than injure them'; for where 
there' is a fallible Integrity that varies in Trifles; and agrees in 
the Main, it even luſtres Truth, by cutting off the very grounds 
of all Suſpicion and Confederacy. ; | 

We ought therefore always to remember, as well in the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles as Prophets, rather to follow their ſincere 
fenſe and purport, than their Grammatical and forced Expoſi- 
tions ; for not only the Apoſtles, as I have ſhewn you, have 
cited the Old Teſtament by their Memories, but even the Pro- 
phers alſo,as Luther obſerves in his Table-talk, p.362. had mu of 

their 
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didie intheir IEP their own ſtile and words; thus one 
as a Noble, ' and* a as a Husbandman, and if they had 
arty. Expreffions immediately from God, *ewas very rarely. 

And hence alſo = -ſe« that the Prophets were ſo far from 
aff abſolute Inſpiration, or a perfe& Freedom with -QOD, that 
very. often they 'could ſcarce underſtand the dark and Hiero- 
glyphical Propheſies they received themſelves, and whether they 
-Qid at* all in fome'caſes, I will not determine ; for though all 
Propheſies can have' but one clear, ſincere, rational, and cohe- 
rent mann / as' Truth, eſpecially in the Fountain, is not doubt- 
ful; and as fo they were dictated /by .GOD to be underſtood 
one time or other ; yet it does not follow therefore that they 
muſt-underſtand them, for ſurely he may juſtly reſerve their In- 
terpretation to what Time or Seaſon he ſhall think beſt. 

or-is this an inconfiderable Lefſon that we may learn from a 
due confideration'in this matter, for _ it muft make no ſmall 
tendency to the Progreſs of the true Goſpel-Precepts and Piety, 
to cut -off all occaſion of lictle Capricio's and Criticiſm ;5 the 
great. and main Leſſon of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and what 
wes cruly confirmed from God by Miracles, is too well and ſe- 
curely delivered, 'to be injured by little Cavils, or the variance 
of Copies. | 

But to return, as'to what may be more particularly ſaid rela- 
ting to the ſtate of Prophecy, we may add, that, 
as I have before obſerved, Adam was to ſtand a. The State of 
while &'re'he became tranſlated ; and if ſo fince Prophecy. 
the degradation of our Fall, we may well ex | 
even to ſtand a further Tryal alfo, e're we me Prophets ; 
thus Chriſt was near Thirty e're he-entred his firſt Stage, and 
Enoch and Elijab not'young when they were tranſlated, and can 
we expect otherwiſe thetr? Nor need we to be diſmay'd though 
we have no notice of our being either to be Prophets or Tran-- 
ſlated, had Adam either ſuch notice in Paradiſe, or Eljjab almoſt 
to the very day ? | 

Nor is it unworthy Obſervation in this caſe how like and pa- 
rallel the courle of Moſes, _ and Hajor has been. Say the 

ptuares, Moſes is not.a Prophet in dark Dreams, and Viſions 
only, but God ſpoke — and Face to Face to him, and did 
he not fo to'Chrift and Elyab allo? So how exattly likewiſe 
Moſes and Chriſt agreed in their EY and ——_— 
| 2 Ely 
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and fo did the other ; the one ,was tranſlated, and the ocher, al- 
cended into Heaven within\avery ſew.days alter his Dearh,nor 
had he dyed, had it nor been: forerordered.- 1! +6 

| Nor could they that would have imicated thefe Patterns:have 
' failed, had they taken more care -to have. purified themſelves., 
and to have been more curious in that one, and eafie Rule, to 
chooſe the good, and ayoid the-jll, think you elſe that St. Pezer, 
St. Paul, and Silas might not have been tranſlated, as well as 
Elijah a Jew ; had they bur laid by -theic Animoſities, A&s 15. 
37. Gal. 2. 11. and other faults,. for ſurely both ;as Chriſtians 
they could not deſerve leſs, and Tranſlation in its ſelf mult needs 
be more for the Honour both of GOD and Chriftianicy, than 
Martyrdom. ; 7: WT. _— 

But what, you are offended that I-take theſe Liberties with 
the Apoſtles ; you forget that though they.-had. the Spirit, . yet 
was it but in part; they knew in part, and they propheſied in 
part ; nay, and their Gifts ſometimes vaniſhed away : So you 
 Torget that even the very beſt of them were forced to work out 

their Salvations with fear and trembling, tor all their gifts ; noe 

need I fay thus on preſumption only, tor do not the Scriptures 

ſay the ſame ching, x Cor. 13. 8, 9. And do they not ſhew us, 
thac they that had the Gifts of Tongues, did ſometimes ahuſe 
them ? x Cor. 14. 

God is not laviſh in his Gifts, though he is liberal.; fo thac + 
though he give his Graces on occaſion,yet he ſuits them to Times 
and Seaſons of his own ; nay, and though by us he informs the 
World of their Duty, yet he takes care, withal by his Informa- 
tion never to give us ſuch a certainty as may deſtroy our Tryals, 
by Faith, and from this Fallibility it was that St. Paul ordered 
the Spirit of the Prophets to.be ſubje& to the Prophets, - and 
. that he adviſed Timothy to Study and Reading, 1 Tim. 4. 13, 
and prudentially to drink Water with his Wine. Indeed, as L 
have ſaid, what need had the Apoſtles and Prophets of a San- 
bedrim and Council, if that they had had all things immediately 
inſpired from GOD ? | | 

In cruth, if we would but open our Eyes, we might ſee theſe 
 _ Matters beyond doubt : 'Thus nothing is plainer than that John 

#be. Baptiſt knew not Chriſt by ſight, though he knew of him 
by Revelation. So nothing is more evident than that St. Pau! 
could 
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could call the High-Prieft-a whited” Wall in a miſtake, for alt 
that he had Chriſt's particular Promiſe to be helped before Ru- . 
ters. ; 

In ſhort, this Argument needs no other Evidence, unlef ic 
| be for thoſe whom-none can convince. Shall the Scriptures tell 

us, that even the Angels are impure in the ſight of GOD, and 
ſhall we be afraid to charge Men witch faults? Indeed could 
Chriſt himſelf be in ſuch doubts, as to want an Angel to com-- 
fort him, and to cry out, My. GOD, my GOD, why haſt thou 
forſaken me, upon the Croſs? And may we not charge his Diſci- 
ples with weakneſles ? ,- 

But to proceed, not only ſingle Perſons, but even Churches 
alſo may arrive at the ſtate of Prophecy, if they Py. 
are bue Pious accordingly : Thus what were the F *v 
Jfraelites but a Generation of Prophets ? And had or ron 
they not been rebellious, inſtead of their periſhing —_ 
in the Wilderneſs, and their having a Ceremonial Law, and an 
Earthly Canaan, .as a School-Maſter to bring them to the Hea- 
venly Faith, Gal. 3. 24. who can doubt but that they might and 
world have arrived there themſelves ? 

And hence methinks L dare rationally Prophecy, That if ever 
any Government ſhall heartily ſeek to GOD, and by a perpe- 
tual Reformation, and Addreſs through Prayers ſeek the King- 
dom of GOD, they ſhall not only be able, like the [raelites , 
to divide the Red-Sea for their Pullen and.o have their Cloaths. 
not wax old, and Quails ſent them by GOD himſelf, rather 
than fail, ro nourijth them if occaſion be, but they ſhall even 
almoſt infinicely exceed their Type in {rae}, and by degrees be- 
_ more Glorious than now our. very Thoughts can compre- 

end. 
Then, as the Propbets have foretold us of old, will the hap- 
py time arrive, whcn Nation ſhall no longer riſe againſt Nation 5 
nay,when th: Lio and the Lamb ſball be able to lye dorm together in. 
ſafety ; then ſha!l our Swords be beaten into Plow-ſhears,and our Spears: 
into Pruning-books, bile Truth and Peace ſhall kif each other, and. 
Righteouſneſs ſhall even run down our Streets in that Kingdom. © 

Thar, when e're it comes, will be Chriſt's Glorious Day,and: 
that which Abraham rejoyced to ſee ; That will be the time. the: 
Devils dreaded fo long ſince, when they, asked. Chriſt, whether he: 
was come to torment them before their time? That will be what: 


mult needs end in the Glorious Sabbath, which St. Fobs by: the: 
Revelatio 
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_ we have no demonſtrable Interpretation, yet the very Glymple 
'we have of it, is enough to encourage us towards it, though 
without a preciſe Reſolution. _ * 
But inſhore, what-ever Church aims at this, muſt do it hear- 
tily, or elſe 'ewill be all in vain; for until they have wholly laid 
by their Self-love, and ſeek purely for the Glory of GOD, 
they can never rationally expe ſo peculiar a care from GOD, 
_ ſurely in this the Poet is right, YVeniunt ad Candids tefa co- 

ba. | 

Nor wonder at theſe things, for if Withers prove a true Pro- 
phet, as hitherto he has been, there muſt be ſach a change in 
che Church as this e're long ; and that you may the better know 
how you are to expect it, I ſhall add theſe few Verſes, taken 
out of his late Collection of Propheſies, and that were Dedi- 
cated to the Convention in the Year 1689. 


Pag. 3. 


And then ſhall Righteouſneſs aſcend the Throne, 
Then Truth, Lowe, and Peace re-enter ſhall ; 
Then Faith and Reaſon ſhall agree in one, 

And all the Vertues to their Council call. 

And timely out of all theſe ſhall ariſe 

That Kingdom, and that Happy Government, 
Which u the ſcope of all theſe Propheſies, 

That future Truths obſcurely repreſent. 


Pag. 20. 
Be patient therefore, ye that are oppreſt ; 
Thu moans,» mot pal Re ; 
Till ſome behold the Downfal of the Beaſt. 
Pag. 30. 
But if that whereof ſome imperfe# views 
Far off appears, accordingly enſues ; | 
There ro thwart their hopes, a new Stay blaze 
Within the Weſt, which will the World amaze, 


And 
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So quickly and p ſe, 

That aided by concurring ConſFellations, 

Ir:will have ſome effe& upon moſt Nations, 

And cauſe ſuch Changes, as will make a ſtand 

To thoſe Attempts that they have now in band. 

Meaning the Papiſts. See che Prophecy at large. 


But not to rely on Withers only, do not the Scriptures ſay the 
ſame thing ? Does not Daniel Crown all with this Kingdom of 
GOD arlaſt? Dan.7.27. And does not Chriſt tell us, that 


* the Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhall be Preached to all the World, 


and then ſhall the End come, Mar. 24. 14. Mark 13. 10. Nay, 
and do not the Revelations end in the ſame manner, with. an 
Angel to Preach the Goipel to every Goſs Rev. 14.6, and 


with a New Feru{alem to deſcend from G ? 

Indeed becauſe the Scribes were ſo wicked, as to ſhut up the 
Kingdom of G OD, lo as neither to go in themſelves, nor lee 
others enter, Mat. 24; 13. Inſomuch that Chriſt ſays of them 

s, that the Publicans and Harlots entred. 
the Kingdom of Heaven before them, Mar. 21.31. The King- 
dom of GOD was given from the Jews to another Nation , 
Mat. 21. 43. and whereupon they have been accurſed, and di- 
ſperſed throughout the World, as we fee even at this day. 

But can that be any diſcouragement tous ? Should itnot rather 
move us to be that Happy Nation that ſhould take their place? 
But then, as St. Pax! warns us alſo, we ought to walk humbly 
upon it, leſt we that ace grafted in the place whence the Natu- 
ral Branches are cut off, ſhould upon our becoming unfruitful ; 
be cut off allo. GOD has performed his Promiſe to Abrabam, 
though many Ages after, and bleſſed all the Nations of the Ear 
through him ; nay, and bleſſed his Seed in their Canaav. Let us 
not deſpair then, and he will be as good to us if we obey him; 
if not, we may reaſonably expe& his Curſe, or worle, on the 
ſlighting of his offers. | 

But further, have we not the Apoſtle's Word for our happy 
Succeſs in Tranſlation, if we proceed thus? x Cor. 15. where he 
tells us, We fhall not all dye, but be changed. And as he more ex- 
preſly ſhews us, 1 Thefſ. 3. 17. where he tells us, That we ſhall be 
caught up alrye to meet the Lord in the Air : And indeed as if the 
Criſis of Purity ſhould haſten that of Impurity, till at laft A 

| co 
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ſaying ſhould be fulfilled thereby,” 2 Thefſ. 2. 8. That the wicked 
one ſhould be deftroyed by the brightneſs of Chriſt's coming. 

o conclude, I have added this.other Prophecy alſo, taken 
out of the ſame Book, to ſhew that GOD has even deſigned 
this Happy Nation for this Blefling ; I have only repeated that 
part of ' it which is to my purpoſe, and GOD grant to bleſs 
us with the Succeſs: of it, and which he will certainly do, if 
we do not obſtruct his Mercies, and fo let down his new Fers- 
ſalem amongſt ns. 


The Verlſes-are theſe. 


And ſince Men wandring in a Wood by Night, 
When they ſhall through a glade behold ſome light, 
Take thereby Courage to walk chearly on, 
In bope their Fears and Toyls are nearly gone. 

* The from a Cloud flaſh out alittle gleem 
"Of Lightning, and diſcloſe a I:ttle Beam, 
Whereby on you a glimmering ſhall be caſt 
Of what you may attain to at the leſt. 
For I will ſhew you by what Pedigree 
That Government to you deriv'd ſhall be, . 
Which will at laft the Britiſh 1lands ble 
#Vith imward Peace, and outward Happineſs. 
It was of late a brief preſage of bs, 
bo oft hath Truth fore-told, and it s thu, &C. 


| Afcer all, I know no other Objeion to be made 
ObjeFions in this matter, þut that theſe things are rather figu- 
7:orica!. rative than real; and that all Examples of this Na- 

| ture have been rather Diſpenſations of Providence 
by way of ſingular Favour, than true and deſigned Objects for 
our Imitation : But ſurely ſuch an Objection as this has but little 
weight in it, when duly conſidered, kowever popular and fair 
It may appear in its {zlf. | 
 - And1 have the rather ſtated this Obje&tion here, becauſe I 
Know it. to be the Epidemick and Reigning Error of the Age ; 
the common Vogue runs, Miracles are ceas'd, the Light of Pro- 
phecy is extinguiſhd ; and fo far they are right, as they mani- 
teltly are through the wickedneſs of the Age. But, ſay they 


further, 


Ip A 

22.7% YT IF. \ % Fa, II "a 

as ES T,v % K ,y SY > 6b. 

. . *o Pl . #5. PR 
& 6 Py 


4 
4, 


< _ of IIA, TORT, BI FS ws Fg ix" th. ; , FITS . 
þ "» bl . - ye "+ * We de + xs . C x Ys 
& A 4, y : #4 4 : 
Cn , a > os = , » 
” 4 + -» 7 4 . pj 
hs \ *2. 
further; this our Darkneſs, alas, 'is no other than what was Ye- 

” — 


figned-us all along ; all-our Glorious Diſpenfations were but for 
2a ſeaſon;and for the-bettet and more ſure 'eftabliſhmene 'of Chri- 
Rianicy: Bat ſurety in this they: ard'our, or cle neithet'the pur- 
part: of.;Seriptures not Hiftory: were to'be regarded, which have 
both expreſly delivered us the contrary. 

Thus, dv we conſult” Scripture, what is more evident than 
that/G O D all along diſtributed his Gifts withoue reſpe& of 
Perſons, atd thar'throughout all Ages ; if we begin with Adam 
in Paradiſe, 'tis not-many Generations e're we come to Enoch, 
and after that to Neab : And ſo if we paſs by: the Ages of the 
Flood, how foon appears the Holy Melchizedeck, and the ſeries 
of Prophets in Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob. 

After theſe, I may-add, appears the great Luminary Moſes, 
who indeed almoſt made a Nation of Prophets after him; bue 
think you he alone, and his Contemporaries had ſuch peculiar 
Favours for the ſake of his Revelation? No, a-whole Series of 
Prophets reaches even from Moſes to Chriſt ; and ſcarce a Cen- 
tury paſſed, but what ſome Pious Few or other prov'd as a fur- 
ther afliſtant to the decaying Faith of che World. Indeed for 
ſome time before .our -Savio's Birth an Univerſal Spiritual 
Darkneſs begun to over-ſpread the:Earth, and! as well the Pro- 
phets, as the Urim and Thummim began to diſappear ; but: {urely 
the gloomy Night was fully anſwered by the Glorious dawning 
of - the Sun of Righteouſnefs, Chriſt Jeſus. | | 

Hicherto therefore I think we may well conclude, that ei- 
ther the Holy. Scriptures are: falſe, or that neither Miracles nor 
Prophecy ever really ceaſed, or were deſigned to do-fo: I will 
not ſay, but that it may ſeem from hence as if Mankind at times 
has been fo blind and wicked, that we have had few of the' 
more Illaſtrious Saints of GOD,. and that the Infidelity of 
Mankind has ſeemed to drown. us in Night, till che more Glo- 
rious Diſpeniations of GOD's Providence have. opened ohr 
Eyes : But if ſuch be our: caſe, and as it really ſeems to'be no 
other, let us truly learn to Reaſon aright, and to vindicate the 
Juſtice of GOD, rather. than. our ſelves in ſuch our Infide- 
ly. | | 
Par to: paſs by all cheſe more Illuſtrious tracks of the Grace 
of God in Holy Writ, and thoſe ſtupendious Wonders that were 
wrought by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, let. us examine a little how 
after-ages followed : I maft confeſs we cannot expect the ſame 
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Authority for what we write in this caſe, as @hat we conld 
fore in the Scriptures, becauſe we have-no ſuch Evidences fince 
for our Proof; but ſurely otherwiſe, if Hiſtory may be believed; 
or if the it of beſt of Wricers'may. be regarded, - the Ages 
after Chriſt have no more wanted their Luminaries, than thoſe 
after Moſes. | Us Ds AION: 

* Thus, ſball we conſult Eyſebias, he tells you, not only that 
Holy Peljcarp, ib. 4. cap. 15. was warned by Viſion of his Mar- 
tyrdom by Fire, dreaming the Night before that his Pillow was 
on fire under him, but that when he came tothe Stake, a Voice 
was heard audibly from Heaven, to bid him be of good Cou- 
rage, the better to ſupport him under his Martyrdom. Or if you 
want other paſſages of the power of Faith in the Primitive Chri- 
{tians, read = his b.:the 5:6. and cap. the 5th. and he acquaints 
you of the Lightning Legion, that even drew down Rain from 


' GOD through their Prayers. 


Nor is this all that Exſebias tells us of 3 does he not alſo ac- 
quaint us in his Life of Conſtanrime, Cap. 22, 23. thata Croſs ap- 
peared publickly in the Air to his Army, with this Inſcription, 
In boc figno vinces ? Nay, and does not Socrates Scholaſticas, Lib. 1. 
Cap. 1. acquaint us with the ſan? Beſides that Conſtantine had 
his continual Divine Warnings by Dreams and - Viſions, to pro- 
ret him from his Enemies. | 

But for.once too I will grant, that theſe great and celebrated 
Wonders were done to uſher in the ficſt Chriſtian Emperour 
Conſtantine , and to Congratulate Happy Chriſtianity in the 
Throne ; for this was done full Three Hundred Years after 
Chriſt,: and therefore furely cannot juſtly be eſteemed as in part 
of the Apoſtolick Age. I ſay therefore, ſuppoſe that ſuch were 
the occaſions of theſe Miracles, yet cannot the ſucceeding Ages 
parallel cizem. 

Let us trace the Times therefore on a little; Socrates Schol. 
aquaints us, /;b. 2. cap. 24. that ſuch another Croſs appeared to 
Conft antizs the Arrian. Lib. 1. Cap.9. That one was delivered 
by a Miracle from Priſon: Lb. 3. Cap-16. That whilſt one Theo- 
dorws was ſuffering, .an Angel ſtood by him, and relieved, and 
eaſed the pains of his ſtripes. L3b.7. Cap. 4. That whilſt a Few 
was baptized, he was healed of his Paltie. And Lb. 7. Cap. 17. 
That, whilſt a counterfeit Few was about to be baptized, the 
Water. yaniſhed. | | : 

ut. 
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retated by Socrates? Does he ior, 73h. 6. Cap. 6. acquaint us, 
how Conſt antimople was once Garrifon'd by Angels againſt their 


_ Enenities? And L#. 7:.'Cap:18. how another time the deſpond- 


ing Cirizerts' 'of the ſame Ciry were acquainted even by Angels 
alſo of the. Victory over their Enemies. | 
Nay, does he not in another place furprize us with a Wonder 
even greater than al theſe her? As Lib. 3, Cap. 179. How 
that when Julian” would have fet the Fews abour. building again 
their Temple, Mitaculous Fires appeared, and deſtroyed all their 
Took and Foundations ;/ and Croffes like the Sun appeared 'on 
the Workmetis Clo#hs, by nc means for -a long time to be re- 
moved, in terror to their ings, and in utter diſappoint- 
ment of their Attempts. | El | | 
Nor need I reft here ; what,cannot I as juſtly proceed to fur- 
ther Centuries for the ſeveral fucceffive Wonders of Faith ? 
Thus, does not Evagrins Scholafticus, 1b. 3. cap. 7. acquaint us of 
che'Miracles of Zofmas and Chuſubites? And fo, Cap. 14. does 
he tot acquaint us of Confeffors, that had their very Tongues 
cnt out, and yet continued till to ſpeak, and that throughout 
the whole City of CONS? And fo, does he not, lb. 2. 
cap. 3» ay rf Y of Martyrs Totnbs even' Miraculouſly and 
. Divinely perfam'd. | | 
" But above all, when we conifider his Wonders related of Holy 
Simeon, and his ſeveral Miracles related, Lb. 4. tp. 33, 34, 35- 
and Ib. 6. cap.23. together with.the Prodigies of his Apparition 
and Star that were ſeen about his Pillar after his Death, as he 
acquaints us, -/;b. t. cap. t. Surely we have 'no- realon' but to 
coniclude, That GOD at all ermes hears thoſe that diligently 
ſerve him ; and that neither Time nor Perſons are exempr from 


the Bleflings of his Grace, unlefs they voluntarily incapacitate 


chemſelves from receiving them. | 
Nay, and beſides theſe things, I could acquaint you of others 
not lefs confiderable, even' from other Teſtimonies: What ſhall 
we ſay to St. Auſtin, does not he acquaint us of ar leaſt Seventy 
Miracles donein his 'fimes ? Does he not affure us, that he was 
cured of the Tooth-ach through Prayer himſelf, and that two" 
Blind Men received their ſight only through che touch of the 
Bodies of two deceaſed Martyrs ? | 


F 2 _. aw 
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So' what ſhall we fay to the Viſions of Carma, the Miracles hs* R.. 
mentions done publickly in Churches through Prayer? I may” 
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- thasthe other Holy Fathers and Writers have | I ls 2 
Can nothing of what they Jobs eſteemed for Truth? And 
muſt we ſtill be of chat brutiſh ſenſe, ,chat__'tis rather the Will of 
G OD than our own Defe&ts that. keeps us from following ſuch 
Gloricus Patterns before us? 7 .....4. 4 oe i. 

To be ſhort, Reader, I have given thee a Summary trace in 
this matter to the Sixth Century, and I nopgrg thy Satisfaction ; 
I will not ſay, that in theſe, latter Ages .G OD. has left himſelf 
entirely without a Witneſs ; for undoubtedly. I mighe juſtly con- 
tinue thee an agreeable Series of the Mercies of G O D, at leaſt 
in ſome leſſer degrees, even to, our days, . witneſs the, Delivery 
of Melan&oz, and the Prayers for Rain of Luther. But ſince 1 
have brought thee as far as the brink of Papery, and as long as 
our preſent Churches will allow the paſt Catholick, I ſhall con- 
cent my ſelf. in defiſting the further Labour. .- 

Upon the whole, I_.know nothing lefe. .to be diſputed in this 
caſe but the Credit of Hiſtories; ,and as for. that, I ſhall litcle 
concern my {elf : If the Diſpute be, whether the Gifts of GOD 
were ever deſigned to ceaſe, and -vndoubted Hiſtory be not ad- 
micted upon it, I ſhall neyer trouble my ſelf to Argue with a 
Man that. runs counter to all the Methgds of Reaſoning, _ . 

But bleſs me | were the drift of my Argument; turned, : and 
were I to prove the frequent Manifeſtations of Evil Spirits, what 
2 number of Inſtances could I ſummon * The Prophet tells us 
of old, that Babylon was given up to become an Habication for 
Evil Spirits: And can we think what: he wrote was Allegorical 
only, when the Experience of our, own, Ages bas ſhewn us what 
Power the-Devil has ſometimes. to infeſt even whole Cities and 
Countries? | | 

Thus, what ſhall we ſay to the Story related by Dr, More, of 
the Ghoſt of Contizs, and others, that alone have diſturbed whole 
Cities, and driven almoſt Trade and Inhabitants from them ? 
So, what ſhall we ſay to the Modern Relation of the Swedeland 
Witches, delivered us by Dr. Horneck, and atceſted as well by 
the King of Swedeland himſelf, as, his Ambaſſadors, where Hun- 
dreds of People, and whole Pariſhes almoſt, have been Convia 
of Witchcraft at a time 5; where . the Devil often. appeared in 
bodily ſhape in the Day-time, - and the Power-he had was ſo 
great, that almoſt the whole Kingdom was in a Terror at it, 
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ore T ds of Witneſſes together ; like the Apparitions re- 

lated OR DNCEIR uction of Feru/al{m : Nor are 
they fo ſingular neither, as ſome-Men may pretend. What, was 
not the Story of the Devil of. Maſcon ( attelited by the Famous 
Mr. Boyle ) notorious through the whole City 2? Was not the Di- 
ſturbance at Wpodſtock: ſuch, as nor only laſted many days, but 
was to Cromwel's Commiſtioners (in whom the Supream Au- 
thority of the Nation was at that time.) And have not the 
Witechcrafts -in' New-England been ſuch of latter Years, thac 
the yery Governour,and Deputy-Governour there have thought 
it worth their whiles.to attelt:them 2? | 

I know theſe things rather illaſtrate the Power of the Devil 
than the Kingdom of God ; but what of that, if theſe things 
are true, contraria-luftrant ?. And can we wich any ſenſe imagine 
that there are invitble Bemgs at every turn tempting Men to 
Evils, and yet their Vaſſals ſubje&: co our ordinary courſes of 
Juſtice ; and not - at the ſame time imagine that there are alſo 
holy inviſible Powers, who not only Rule the Malice of the 
wicked Spirits, but are as ready with their Graces to embrace 
the approaches of the gogd, as the Devils of the evil, were it 
not that our; Wickednels with-held us from ſuch Bleflings ? -/ 

But afcer all I know there are a fort of Sadducees amongſt us, 
that neicher theſe nor any other Arguments will be able to move; 
What is it co them, though that the Wiſdom of all Nations have 
made Laws againſt Wizards, and daily Execute them 2 What is 
ic to them, though- that, Luther and: Nelan&on, the firſt Reformers;; 
have both atteſted ſuch Pranks of the Devil from their own Ex-! 
perience, and that the beſt ot our Hiſtories brand many even 
of our Popes of being Conjurers and Wizards ? The whole not- 
withſtanding is a Chymera to them, and we poor Phariſaick. 
Chriſtians, that believe ſach things as Apparitions, Spirits, and 
a future ſtate, are a parcel, of ._ Credulous Fools with them , 
that deſerve not their Argument. But for my part, I can't think 
but that had theſe Men a Courage and Juſtice to Ae impartially 
accordingly, they might deny the Truth of Chriſtianity, nay, 
and the very Exiftence of the Deity its ſelf, - with full as gaod'a 
Reaſoning. L950 Y- 

Nor is the particular Miniſtry of Angels in theſe caſes altoge- 
ther to be diſcern'd for our Evil and Deluſion only, as in Wicch- 


crafts, but ſometzmes for our Good and Afliſtance alſo : I can- 
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nodeſt-chan 
the Apoſtate Spirits even when they do appear ; befides chat ouc 
Wickedneſs drives them from us, or elſe ſurely we want no-leſs 
certainty for the Proof of 'our Guardian Angels, | beſides the 
general Inſtances before given, than our Evil Gentus's, the Sctip- 
tures are plain in this matter beyond doubt, and give us variety 
of Exatnples about it, beſides the particular words of Chriſt for 
it, That his liccle Ones have always their Angels in the preſence 
of God on their behalf. 

But alas! when one tells ſome Men of theſe things, or of the 
Angels that attended Abrabarm, Jes and 7acob, ay, and Moſer, 
and the reſt of the Prophets, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles on oc- 
caſions, they tell you Scripture-times were not like other times , 
that theſe were ſingular Favours only : But what, can there be 
any ſenſe in ſuch ſhuffling ? Shall the Scriptures otherwhere tel! 
us expreſly how God has given his Angels charge over us, and 
chat all theſe things are written for our Enſample ? And ſhall we 
then againſt all Ingenuity continue to imagine that che firſt three 
Millenaries of the World ſhould be alone fo fingular in their 
Diſpenſations from the reſt ? Le Jo 

Beſides, what is more plain than that even in theſe latter days 
alſo we are not without the like Examples of the beſt Credit, of 
the afliſtances of Ange: Thus, is it not recorded (as I have 
wrote) particularly of Conſftanime, how all the Plots of his Ene- 
mies were revealed to him by Dream and Viſion? And does not 
Hiſtory tell us, how Aelantfon and others have been often de- 
livered from dangers through the notices of good Spirits ? I may 
ſay, does not Judge Hales in his Contemplations affure us of the 
ike Heavenly Notices to himſelf ; and is there ſcarce either Hi- 
ſtory or Book, that does not give us ſome or other like Inſtances 
about it ? | 

muſt confeſs tis but rare that we find that Familiarity from 
them, 'as is related of ohne <— who is {aid co be called up in 
the Morning by one, and to have had notice either of Company, 
or Books,if he entertained ſuch as the Angel was not pleaſed with. 
Bur the Genius of Socrates, of which he ſpeaks particularly him- 
ſelf in his Dying Orations, is what ſeems more familiar, and 
may be in the Experience of ſeveral others, had they made but 
a the and juſt Obſervation. | 

He tells you, thar at all c&mes when he went about any ching 

chat was evil or dangerous, he had certainly fome private notice 
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And here I cannot forbear the Recording of one more Ex- 
traordinary Providence that happened to'an Acquaintance of 
mine, viz. 'That once being to cake a Journey, in which he had 
an-Eletion of two ways to go; in the. Morning juſt before he 
aroſe, their appeared to him a Glorious Head, with an Hand 
pointing by it; it was ſeveral Years ſince,but if ever he was awake 
vn his Life, he ſays ic was when he ſaw this Apparition. I muſt 
confeſs, at firſt it had ſo conſiderable an impreflion upon him, 
that he chought to wait on ſome Divines his Acquaintance near - 
him for their Advice about ; but afterwards recolle&ing with 
himſelf, that he had a Diſpute which Road to go,and that Suſpi- 
cious Perſons had adviſed him to the Privater Road, he conſtrued 
the Divine Momition himfſelf,as that ir related to his Journey,and 
accordingly went that way he conceived pointed at ; but what 
Deliverance he had by it Gal only knows, this he' remembers, 
by obſerving it, he got very fately home to. his Jaurney's end. . 
And now ſince I have gone thus iar, and as clearly and briefly 
as T have been able, led you through the ſtare of Prophecy tro 
Tranflation, and confirmed what I have ſaid, at leaſt I think 
ſufficiencly by Examples; I think it may be high 
time, after ſome little matter added concerning Of Heaven. 
Heaven it ſelf; and ſome Dire&ions for your Pre- 
paration towards this Kingdom, to draw towards a Concluſion: 
And in this caſe though the Rays and Joys of Heaven are too 
bright for Hemane Underſtanding, yet there. may be ſome 
Glymplſe of it, that even our Natural Light may give us; {6 
that though we cannot gaze far into the Blefled ſtate, ſurely that 
may not diſcourage us, but that we may trace it as far as it will 


lead us. 
When 
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' the Diglied A an ve therefore, 
we muſt needs think withal-that we ſhall change theſe our Earth- 
ly and Corrupt Tabernacles, our Bodies there will be more Glo- 
rious and void of Corruption z and our Senſations and Percep- 
tions'nor only new and different, bur wonderfully more lively 
and vigorous than now, nay, and of an Eternal Duration ; our 
Spirits there will nevec flag wich Satiety and repetition of Frui- 


_ tion, nor ever be moved with Curioſity of change, but move 


on ina continued and wiſe Conftancy in long and endleſs En- 
joyments. | | 
GOD himſelf at firſt, and as by a new Creation will then 
wipe away all Tears with their cauſes, and inſtead of them will 
Preſent us with an Unchangeable and Eternal Confore of Joy , 
with Songs of his Wiidom, Juſtice, and Mercy ; we ſhall Pray 
without ceaſing, and Praiſe without tyring, and ſtand eternally 
enfiamed and raviſhed with admiring the Glories, Beauties, yea, 
and Wonders of the Power, Juſtice, and Mercy of G O D. 
There no racking Curioſity for Wiſdom will torment us, we 
ſhall know, at leaft as much as we ſhall ſee we ought to know : 
There no Tenderneſs for our Friends in this World will diſturb 
us, our Earthly"Relations will vaniſh, we ſhall puc them off with 
our Bodies ; and they only- wiil be regarded there by us as our 
Father 'and Brother, our Sifter and Mother, who have truly 
obeyed the Commands of our G OD, our only real Father. 
And to compleat all, GOD himſelf will place his Throne 
amongſt us, and though in reality he be every where, yer for 
our Comfort, he will make his molt Glorious appearance amongſt 
us, whilſt Rings of Angels, and Principalities in Perie&ion, of 
Order and Addreſs, glorifie their great and wonderful Maker, . 
even dazling them with his Glory from'his Throne in the midſt 
of them. But O! what are the Milſeries that the Damned are 
to feel inftead of this, for their Diſobedience and Wickednels ? 
And what then, are theſe things thus? Nay, is there a GOD? 
And is not our Sabbath our ore day in ſeven, that 
Of Preparing we beſtow on Religion, flung away in vain a-. 
our ſelves. mongſt us? Or is Religion really a ſerious Duty ? 
If it is, let us learn to regard theſe things that are 
fo evidently true, and that ſo nearly concern us in-earneſt ; and 
not like mean and baſe Hypocrites ſeem to regard them, when 
we really eſteem them to be but as a Jeſt or Tritle. Let us there- 
fore"in earneſt begin to Purifie our ſelves, and prepare us for fo 


great a Kingdom. Let 
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' Let us walk always as in the. 


out our Salvations with Fear and Trembling, and not fall through 
a Preſumption' of onr own'S h, but rather eraſt wholly on 
GOD. And laftly, we muſt add to {ll this Sincerity ; Since- 
rity is the only great and ſolid Foundation to baild on, and re- 
member-withal that we muſt aftually endeavour through GOD's 
Grace to render our ſelves pure, and not barely expe& GOD's 
Afiſtance, for that he never beſtows upon the ſluggiſh. 

Nor are or can be the Pangs of this New Birth, of Regene- 
ration eaſie to a Worldly Mind ; for as jt muſt be entire, fo we 
ought to be always ready, and that even preciſely, leſt the Bride- 
proom ſhould knock and fſurprize us at unawares: And hence 
alſo, even to keep all the Commandments from our Youth up 
is not enough, if we refuſe to ſelf all, where the Glory of 'GOD 
requires it, Luke 9. 62. we fall back from the Crifis that GOD 
15 leading us to. | 

And 1o alfo, as I have obſerved before, the ſelf-denyal, even 
of a common Martyrdom, is not enough ; for the loweſt de- 
gree of theſe Glories here is required an entire reſignation, and 
without we are eyen bora again, we cannot enter inco the King- 
dom of GOD, Fobrn 3.3. And as many mens Lufts are dearec 
unto them than their Lives , fo Life along is not Sacrifice c- 
nough to perte& a compleat new Birth. | 

Thus Abrabam in Faith was forced to leave his Father's Coun- 
try E're he had the Promiſe of another ; and thus we ſee alſo, 
that we, wich Chriſt, muſt*learn to be able co deſpiſe this World, 
if ever we deſign for a better; and yet not, I ſay, neither that 
thou ſhouldſt temper GOD in Health or Food, or {ell all to 
give to the Poor, till thou art called thereto. - 

Further, if thou ſeekeſt this Kingdom ' in Curiofity, and not 
in Duty, and as a Servant of all, kndw GOD will never en- 
courage thee in thy Lufts; and whereas if thou Addreſs him 
with at humble, conſtant, and diligene Application, chon wilt 
even wonder to ſee how GOD will purifie thee by degrees to 
PerteRion. 

Take care therefore that thou be not like, the Seed ſown in 
ftgny Ground, that will ſprout up faſt at Bong dye away in 
AMidction, for want of Root and Conſideratioh : So remember 
alſo, that Moderation'is to be thy Fountaig-YV ertue, indeed the 
very Baſis ſupporting all. And withal take care that thou get _ 
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cannot well be Heat in the 


dom alfo, that thou mayobhe 
GOD; if there be not- 


gh in the Underſtanding, there 
He&ions. And laſtly, to all theſe - 
chou muſt add Patience; for as GOD hazards not our Tryals 
at a puſh, ſo we muſt expect to be made Perfet by Conftancy, 
Patience, and prog» 

Or if you had rather, I ſhall preſcribe your Preparation in 
the Apoſtle's own words thus, .1 Thef}, 5. 16, 17. Rejoyce ever-. 
more, pray without ceaſing, in every thing give thanks, for thu is 
the will of GO D in Chriſt Feſus concerning you. Quench not the 
Spirit, deſpiſe not Prophecyings, prove all things, bold faft that which .. 
z good, abſtain from all appearance of evil. In truth, does not 
Chriſt reckon the Evil to his-little Ones as to himſelf ? Match. 
25. 40. 

So iti St. James's Epiſtles, Cap. 4. Ver. 6, 7, 8. God reſiftetb the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Submit your. ſelves therefore 
70 GOD, reſiſt the Devil, and he will flee from you; draw nigh to 
GOD, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanſe your bands, you ſin- 
ners, and purifie your bearts, you double-minded. 

So allo Phil. 4. 8. ſays the Apoſtle, Finally, Brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are boneſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what» . 
ſoever things are of good report ; if there be any wertue, and if there 
be' any praiſe, think 0n theſe things. | | 

So in 2 Cor. 12. 9. St. Paul, to encourage us, tells us from his 
Example, that we ſhould glory in our Infirmities, as GOD's 
Grace is ſufficient for us. -So in Cap.. 4. ver. 7, 8. of the ſame 
Epiſtle, he cells us, that though we are troubled, we ought not 
to deſpair, that the Glory of GOD might ſhine the brighter 
in us as Earthen. Veſſels ; nor need we fear, for we have a moſt- 
Solemn Promiſe, that we ſhall not be tempted beyond our 
ſtrength. . | 

Let us ſearch our ſelves therefore ; like Achan, we all harbour 
the accurſed thing, and that it is that kzeps us from the King- 
dom of GOD: Indeed were we entirely wicked, his Juſtice 
would not let us ſubſift ;- and as we are luke-warm, if in time 
we do not mend, we mul} expe him to ſpew us out. 


How long therefore ſhall we follow our dead Infidelity, and 
by our falſe Cafuiſm and Controverſies keep out the Kingdom 
of GOD from amongſt us? Did we, like the Noble Bereans , 
ſearch the Scriptures throughly, and not like little fooliſh _ 
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- take our Faich on truſt, and 

cipline, that ought to be in purifying our Lives and 
Practices. Did we hearken when GOD teaches ts in our 
Conlciences, and ſtep into the Spiritual Betheſda, when the Spi- 
rit of GOD moves in our Meditations, 'twere impoſlible but 
that GOD ſhould lead us right. 

So, did we conſider alſo that our Sins and Impuricies are as 
much in our Hearts and Eyes, as our Hands and Actions , we 
ſhould be more cautious of - our Adulteries againſt che Law of 
GOD; but alas! we walk in blindneſs, and will nat ſee 5 we 
waſte our Zeal in Controverſie,that ſhould be ſpent in true Piety; 
we caſt Miſts of Tradition and Church-Authority before us in 
diſtraction of our Brotherly Love ; ſo that if we would, we can't 
ſee: In truth, were our Eye ſingle, we might hope for it ; but 
alas, 'tis double, and our Luſts will not let us remove the Beam, 
and pluck out our right Eyes that offend us; we are too far 
enamoured with the Silver and Gold of the Whore, and the 
Luſts and Pride of Life, to be Diſciples of ſo great Reſignation. 

And what but this'is it that forces God to affli& us to (ee ? 
And what bue this is it that makes us reform, and reform again? 
Becauſe our Corruptions fling us into our unaccountable Divi- 
fions, and will not let us ſecs the guile of them. Alas! how can 
we, as St. Fobn tells us, pretend to love our Heavenly Father, that 
we have not ſeen, when our Diſcords are ſo unreaſonable with 
our Brethren that we have ſeen? Surely if we ever intend to 
approach to God, we mult learn to lay a deeper Foundation in 
oltir mutual Love and Charity towards it, 

Further, in ſeeking this Kingdom alſo we muſt learn to avoid 
Idlene(s as bane, and (eek heartily for Wiſdom : Spare not there- 
fore to riſe early, and to bs up late for it. Nor muſt you ad- 
mit the leaſt prejudice in your Wiſdom, wilful Error and Piety 
can never ſubſiſt cogether ; and yet remember withal, that 'cis 
not your large Bodies of Divinity ſo much, as 'tis G OD muſt 
lead you, not I mean, that you ſhould cempe GOD neither 
for that Knowledge which Iaduſtry ought to attain ; but that 
you ought to Pray and Meditate as well as Study, and hearken 
as well to the ſincere checks of thy Conſcience as Notions of 
Books, nor flight this Advice z for know GOD thus firſt illu- 
minates thoſe Souls. that he intends to inhabit. 

And yet let not this diligent Sincerity run thee into Care nei- 
ther, but truſt wholly on GOD without Anxiety after thy beſt 

G 2 Endea- 
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the bigheſt pirch of Sincerity and Purity ; indeed forfeit nor 
thine Integrity though but even in a Trifle, for how doſt thou. 
know, O Man, but that that may be thy fatal Tryal ? 
And to crown all this, add the Charity of a courageable Ad- 
vice to Mankind ; fear not the face of Man, but rebuke him 
throughly, and reſcue the Honour of GOD from his Errors ; 
and yet not that I would have thee diſturb Men by thy Ad- 
vice, or caſt Pearls before Swine, or go about to Preach, as 
Chriſt did, till ſent ; but T would have thee to ſeek all Prudenc 
Occaſions to Adviſe thy Brother, to reſcue the Honour of GOD, 
—_— kis Kingdom, and fave the Soul of thy Brother it it 
offers. 

And if thou doſt thus, thou needeſt not fear thy Succeſs ; 
for if Chriſt could tell the Scribe for his diſcreet Anſwer, Luke x 2. 
34. that be was not far from the Kingdom of GOD, thou, if thou 
hazarCeſt thus all for his Glory, needeſt not doubt it ſurely ; 
but elſe if thou forfake not all, thou canſt not be his Diſciple, 
Luke 14. $3. As our Saviour ſays, The Children of ths Worll are 
wiſer thaw the Children of Light, Luke 16. 8. Or elfe they conld 
never be miſtaken ſo much in their Methods to Salvation as 
they are. | | | | 

"Tis true, GOD requires a Self-denyal in this beyond a lit- 
tle paſſionate ſpurt, I mean a real and continual one ; but what 
then, dare we not truft him ? And has he not affured us of Pro. 
tection, and that we ſhall not loſe by it, even im this World; and 
that though we fail in the Atrempt? And what remains ther, 
but that we believe either that he can't help us, or is not Faith- 
_ ful? Now, to ſay, he can't help us, is manifeſtly a Lye, for even 
the Celeſtial Orbs, bigger than the Earch, move at this inftane 
by his Providence ; nuch more then can he move alitcle Moun- 
tain, or do any leſs Act ro fave us. And wile thou charge him 
with being untaithfi!? Pray tell me chen whom it is that he 
has deceived; if thou cantt nor, doft not thou "calumniate 
him ? 

What then remains, but that you think *ris not peſiible for a 
Man to purifie himſelf eo that degree that I prefcribs? But as 
to that, IT ſay, *tis falſe, he may 3 no'Man, I believe, can purifie 
himſelf from Frailties, for they are Humane ; but from wilt] 
Guilrs of all kinds they may, or elle GOD. is unjuſt to require 
it, and which I am ſure he 15 not ; if fo, therefore proyided we 

| are 


are wary againſt aſl wilful Omiffions or Commiſſions, we'need 


not fear the injury of Frailtie,  _ 

&. Fames tells us, Cap. 5. Ver. 17, 18. That Elias was a man ' 
' ſubje#} to like Paſſions as we are, and be prayed earneſtly that it might 
not rain, and it rained not on the Earth for the ſpace of three Years 
and fix Months : And he prayed again, and the Heavens gave rain, 
and the Earth brought forth her fruit. And indeed it was the fame 
Elias that was afterwards tranſlated. 4 

Ff this Power were given to Eiizs therefore, who had not the 
advantages of Chriſtianity to help him, where lyes any juft 
grounds for our doubt of it?” You will ſay, ſometimes in doubts 
you are forced to diſſatisfis your Conſcience where you know 
not how to reſolve it: But as to that, as I have before directed 
thee, when with thy ſincereſt Judgment chou haſt choſen the 
good, reſolve and fink not into ſcruple, but rather rejoyce*in 
thy Reſolution, and that thou art ſure that if after thine hearty 
Induſtry thou erreſt, that even GOD himſelf will reveal it to 
thee, rather than thine Error ſhould injure thee, PL. 3. x5. or 
elſe indeed, as the Apoſtle hath faid, *tis damnable. 

To be ſhort, therefore learn to be even obſtinately conſtant in 
thy Devotions, and remember to do all things for the Glory 
and Honour of GOD; even to eat, drink, and be merry, 
without Faith, is Sin: For who gives us thefe Bleflings ? Is not 
that worth our care? Much more therefore when we ſeek our 
_ own Glory GOD may juſtly Sacrifice us in our beſt Actions. 
So never at in doubt, to ſtifle Doubts, is to quench GOD's 
Spirit z and no Man can ever be faid to walk with GOD, as. 
Enoch was ſaid to do, to be tranſlated, and yet reſiſt him. 

But for the better purifying your ſelf, I ſhall now explain a 
little the Nature of the Grace of GOD, to ſhew 
you how it leads you, and-how you ought to fol- Of Grace. 
low it. 

Know then, that whatever may ſeem to us, to GOD there 
is no Accident, but he tries as in all chings; thus, there 1s not 
an Example or Meditation that he will not make us Anſwer for 
as Talents; nay, whatever our Conſcience recommends to us, 
whether by Reading, Hearing, or Recolle&ion, cis all one; he 
will charge it all to Account againſt us, as well as che Grace 
that he imparts to us by a more immediate Revelation. 

Nay, and even in Revelations, chink you that Socrates was 


not a Prophet as well as A4cha ? If his Order” and Dilpenſation . 
| was 
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-was not ſo Glorious, yet his Divine Aſliſtance was as juſt in its 


degree. And this we may afluredly learn further, that he that 
with Socrates will not cheriſh the beginnings of Grace, and take 
it in every Opportunity that it offers it ſelf, ſhall never be able 
to improve himſelf in it, or to grow 1n it to the. perfection of 
Chriſtianity. 

How wonderful, may I ſay therefore, are GO D's Methods 
in bringing his Sons to Glory ? 1 might add, did not our Darling 
Luſts ungratefully blind us, we ſhould be even raviſhed with 
GOD's Wiſdom ; but our Eyes ate groſs, and we have no Faith 
to ſee thoſe ordinary Graces of GOD ; indeed the more ex- 
traordinary ones of* Viſions, Miracles, and Tongues, we admire, 
but will not hazard an extraordinary Tryal to attain them. 

But to proceed, *cis the ſame Grace that gave us our Philoſo- 
phy of old, and our Divinity of late, as I have faid ; the Dit- 
penſation now indeed is more glorious, but the Spirit is the ſame, 
nor indeed in this his more glorious Diſpenſation are his Gifts 
always the ſame; 'cis plain from 1 Cor. 12. that the Apoſtles had 
not all the ſame Powers;one had Prophecy ,another had Tongues, 
and a third Miracles ; and no one was compleat in Grace but 
Chriſt Jeſus only : And yet even in this ImperieQion the variety 
became a Beauty in the Church, and the ſeveral different Mem- 
bers yet made a Body uniform and compleat. 

But as for the meaner Diſpenſations of Grace,they are infinite; 


"thus the gentle, GOD moves through Advice, the Obſtinate, 


through Afictions ; ſome,like Fob,he purifies by Milcries, others, 


like Pharaoh, he bardens by his Rod; and thus ſometimes he 


puniſhes the Wicked for Example, ſometimes he ſuffers the 
Righteous to have his Judgments for a blind, ſometimes he raiſes 
the Wicked as a Scourge to the Luke-warm, and ſometimes he 


 flatters them in their Proſperity, ſo ſometimes he takes away the 


Righteous in Curſe to the Wicked ; and all this doth one and 
the ſarae Spirit, actuated by a variety ſuitable co the Wiſdom 
of GOD, and only to be diſcerned by an Eye of Purity and 
Faith. | 

Now -our Refle&ions in this matter are theſe: Firſt, That 


though GOD thus gradually baſtens our Tryal, yet withal he 


has promiſed us, That all things ſhall work together for the beſt for 
them that fear him, Rom.$. 28. Our uſe of them is, that we 
learn and follow our Duty ro'GOD by his firſt and gentle 
means of . Grac?, not only that his Grace may the more freely 

work 
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work'on us, but that we may avoid his Rod to force us; and as © 


| 
| 


it is eaſier to kill a Lion's Whelp than a Lion, and to root up a 
young Oak than an old one; fo in fins alſo, the firſt a& is eaſily 
hindred, but we may-bear the laſh of many an heavy AﬀMiction 
e're we are cured of an Habit. | 

But beſides GO D's Grace, and our own Endeavours, we 
muſt add Prayers likewiſe, if ever we intend for a 
real Purity and the Kingdom of GOD; not, I Of Prayer. 
mean, that we ſhould think proudly through Impor- 
tunity to Storm GO D's Throne by it neither 3 but we,ough 
with an humble Application to Pray without ceationg, and as the 
Scriptures tell us, that the Kingdom of G OD comes not with 
Obſervation, and we cannot know its time though we are al- 
{ured ic will come ; fo not only in Prayers, but Purity we ought 
not to be backwards whenever the Heavenly Spirit ſhall ſee good 
to viſie us. 

Remember thy Victory is through Prayer, and not through 
Study only ; not that we ſhould negle& the Study of Wiſdom 
neither, and beſides that Prayer through Importunity will make 
a real change in our Lives; for as we know, to Pray in our fins, 
or for a thing, unlawful, is vain ; ſo by our conſtant Prayer we 
ſhall do a double Duty, and force our (elves into Purity, as well 
as obtain the Bleflings we deſire. oe | 

Beſides, the Kingdom of Heaven is as Journey of a Thou- 
ſand ſteps in Faith,and therefore we muſt allow fo many Prayers 
at leaſt co our Importunity ;. for believe me, if you faint at the 
ficſt Tenth or Hundredth asking, you will never attain it; ſo 
that though thy Prayers obtain not immediately, neither faint, 
nor expoltulate arrogantly with GOD, but humbly know thy 
fault, and pray his Mercy, and his Will be done; nor deſpair 
ever, for Faith has good grounds, and has overcome ; ſtudy 
therefore to purifie thy ſelf for ever on, and then by thy Im- 
portunity thou muſt prevail, and GOD will cleanſe thee for 
thy Conſtancy and Sincerity's ſake ; tor though no Man can 
merit before him, yet he has promiſed to Reward every Man - 
according to his Works, P : | 

Remember alſo that GOD hates Paſſion, the Sacrifice of - 
Fools ; and as he has given thee good grounds for Faith, fo thou 
muſt allow for Importdnity, for even Chriſt was forced to pre-. 
vail with him with Tears, and Moſes to hold up his Hands all 
day, if he would that the Iraelies ſhould prevail; And beſides, 
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ſome Reaſon and Corruption, if thou waiteſt with Patience, 
why thou art not; and-if not, thon ſeeſt that thou haſt this 
new Leflon to learn, Fthat thou art co Conquer through long and 
humble begging,and not as if you intended co Command GOD. 
Was not even Chriſt himſelf forced to wait, like Jonas in the 
Whale's Belly, till his time was come ? h 

Ir: this therefore Pray to:G OD himſelf to diret you, as 
Moſes, Samuel, and the reſt of the Prophets have done before 
you ; GOD will not be rob'd of his Glory, and therefore if 
| thou wilt not at purely in refignacion to his Grace, thou mayſi 
be loſt a thouſand times e're thou arrive at Glory ; are you ſure 
you Pray righe, when you do not add withal, Thy Wl be done? 
Pray rather therefore that thou mayſt be curſed in this World, 
to be happy in the next,and feek wholly for the Glory of GOD, 
and to be reſigned to his Will ; nor be impatient, remember 
A7ſes was forced to wait aſter that he had fled for deſigning to 
be a deliverer. | | 

But for Example, .I have added hereunto a Form of Prayer 
to be uſed by thoſe charſhall ſee convenient, | 


Dear Father, 


Te through the dint of Paſſion and fiery Zeal I cannot prevail 
Kt mwith thee to enter thy Kingdom, yet 1 do not doubt but that 1 
ſhall. be able to do it through Conſtancy and Importunity, unleſs I am 
wanting to my ſelf , for ſo thou haſt promiſed me through my Sawvi- 
our ; pardon me therefore, if ( with the moſt entire ſubmiſſion to thy 
Will) 1 continually wreſtle with thee in Prayer; O GOD, 1 would 
not preſumpruouſly off er at thy Kingdom thns by force, were it not that 
thou haſt given me encouragement ; but now thou haſt, 1 beg thee, for 
"thine own Glory, for thy Mercy's ſake, and for the good of thy Crea- 
tion, that thou wou!deſt nor lexve thy poor Charches deſtitute, but 
confound the works of Satan, and teach ws the way to thy Kingdom ; 
and even now, O Lord, 1 approach thee in al! Humility, and after all 
ry Petitions, thy Will only be dome. Nothing that as preſumptuons , 
w1ckea, or proud, can find acceptance in thy ſight; and therefore I dare 
70; move a, ftep "a. tat thy Precepts groe me Authorny ; grant 
me therefore that as I purſue thine own "06K, | Dictates and Commands, 
ſo I may prevail with thee, and not let thee go, until, like Jacob, I 
have got a Bleſſmg from thee; I mean, not a Temporal one, but the 
Eternal cne of thy Kingdom, through Teſws Chriſt our Saviour, Amen. 

Or 


(53) 

Or if this offend you, or kem imperfet, uſe that great and 
general Catholicon preſcribed by our Saviour himſelf, and which 
indeed is ſo general, that.it ſuits with all Men, of all Religions 
and Profeſſions whatever, and is withal ſo perfe&t, that I might 


add, the Wit of Man is not able to exceed it. 


Our (a) Father, which 
art in (b) Heaven. Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy 
(c) Kimgdom (d) come. 
Thy Will be done in 
Earth,as it # in (e) Hea- 
wen. Give us thus day 
our daily bread, (f) and 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes , 
as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſs m. (g) 
And lad us not into 
' Temptation, but deliver 
from evil,(h) for thine 
a% the King dom, the Pow- 
er, (1) and the Glory, 
for ever,and ever, Amen. 


(4a) When we Pray, we ought to do 
it for others as well as our ſelves. (b) Our 
Aldreſſes to God are to the chief, Seat 
of. his Diyine Majeſty. - (c ). Note, the 
three firſt Petitions - in this Prayegeare 
for the Honour of GOD, and which 
we bught to learn to ſeek before all 
things. ' (4) That is, to the deſtruction 
of Satans, (e) ſurely then poflible (f) all 
outward Neceſlaries. (g) GOD will 
Judge. us as we do athers; let us beware 
therefore what we doin. this caſe, leſt 
we Pray in vain. (+) Theſe laſt Pe- 
titions are for our ſelves purely, and 
therefore moſt deſervedly- follow the 
other. (#) This Doxology is as well 
to ſtir up our Faith at laſt, as to Praiſe 
GOD. 


To this I ſhall alſo add four Rules whereby the Scriptures tell 


us that we ſhall be accepted in our, 


Prayers. * "The. Firſt, when we Pray 
tor one another ; thus St. Peter was de- 
livered out of Priſon by an Angel. Se- 
condly, Where two or three are ga- 
chered together in Chriſt's Name to.en- 
,Courage Publick Communjon, 'Third- 
Ay, Pray without ceaſing, remembring 


* The Author for the ſame Rea- 
fon delires'all his Readers par- 
ticular Prayers for him, either - 
ifhe is in the Truth,to ſtrength- 
en and continue him in it, or f 
he is in an Error, to let him be 
raughr, and given to under- 
{tand betrer, even fo I biſeech 
thee, O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake. 
Amen. 


neither to ask amiſs, nor in your Luſts, Fames 4. 3. 1 Thefſ. 5. 
'17. Fourthly, To Pray every day afreſh, and as G O D's Spi- 
rit ſhall by your Conſcience lead you, remembring that GOD 
15 to be worſhipped in Spiric and Truth. 

Now, though the ſtate and corruption of the Church may 
Excule us in our Duty in the Second of theſe, to wit, as to mat- 
ter of Communion; yet as to the other three, nothing can 

; H excule 


excuſe us, and if poflible nothing ought to excuſe ns even from 
the Second alſo; indeed if we either wilfully or negligently 
diſregard rang we need not wonder if r Prayers ne- 


ver | 

x Note, By Old Tradition the World as it -has laſted 2000 
Years before the Law, and 2000 Years after it, ſo alſo is 
it to laſt 2000 Years after the Coming of Chrift, e're we 
arrive at the great and final Miherium, or Sabbath. But a 
furer Rule is, that GOD hath put the Times and Seaſons 
of all chings in his own Power, As 1. 7. 


Dn ——— 


I have bereunto added alſo « Copy of an Extraordinary Dream that 1 
had ſome Years ſince, which 1 recollefied I had @ Copy of by me 
ſome time after I wrote this Treatiſe, and which ſeeming to tend [0 

' direfily to the ſame purpoſe, 1 thought 1 could not well at the ſame 
time deny the Reader a fight of it together herewith. What # the 
true meaning and purport of it, God, who only knows, will ſhew 
in bis own time; in the mean while 1 have delivered it down 
very near in wery ſame rude form-of Expreſſion that I wrote it 
ſeveral Nears ſince. 


Memorandum, That about the latter end of May, in the Year 
I681. juſt upon my Recovery from the Small-Pox, I had the 
Strange and Remarkable Dream following ; and which ſeem- 
ing as Notable in its intent and coherence, as it was lively in 
my reception of it, about two Years after, and whilſt every Cir- 
cumſtance of it remained clear in my Memory, I wrote it down 
(ſome little Additions by preſent Memory excepted) as enſueth. 

I imagined my ſelf Travelling, I thought, to France, and it 
ſeemed as it were by a Chariot, or Engine of Ropes, and by 
which I ſeemed firſt to be raiſed up to a very great height, and 
afterwards to be flid down again forwards with it, as with a 
very great ſ{wiftneſs. 

Methoughts my Journey was by Moon-ſhine, and whilſt T 
was thus raiſed in the Air, I imagined I more perfealy furvey'd 
the Heavens than now, and they appeared to me but as a de- 
cayed wooden Engine, however of a vaſtly large ArchiteQure, 
and the Moon ſhining brightly in them. Mechoughts alſo I ſaw 
the reſt of the World almoſt all mudling below, except ſome 


| few, 
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few, and who" ſcenied in che. like little Chariots beneath 


me. 

At h as I travelled on, I apprehended IT had a 
lictle Le + iven me, what it was, I cannot declare, but this I 
remember, 7 peruſed it with a very great Satisfation, and con- 
tinued it in my hand for ſome time, till by and by I was diver- 
ted by the preſence of a Guardian Angel; I apprehended he 
fate on my Chariot by me on my Right Hand as it were behind 
me: At firſt indeed he ſhewed himſelf but dimly to my ſighe, 
but even his Preſence ſo ſeemed to inſpire me with an extraor- 
dinary Devotion. | 

But at laſt methoughts he became familiar and viſible, even 
as a Friend to me; and then talking with him of ſeveral mat- 
ters, I remember I asked him, though 'twas with indifference, 
whether 'twere God's Will I ſhonld ever attain conſiderable 
Riches? Upon this. he puts his Hand (as if a Man) into his 
Pocket, and ſeeming to pull out parings of Gold, thence he 
puts them into his Hat, where they jingling like Gold on his 
handling them, I imagined by an extraordinary Power he im- 
mediately alſo melted them with his Hand, and framed them 
into Coin and Medals, and then begun to cell me, how *ewas 
God's Will, chat I ſhould not have it all my ſelf, but that a part 
of it muſt go for Charitable Uſes. 

And now when it ſeemed all coined, and I expe&ted imme- 
diately to receive it, ſtraight the Devil appears, and would needs 
have caken ic from him ; he could not indeed, but I imagined 
I could never receive it upon it, however ſeeing this Attempt 
in vain, he deſigns a ſecond, and turning about upon me,thought 
to aſſault me to prejudice me too, but that the | deſended 
me; but now, what with Devotion, and the ſenſe of my Angel's 
aid together, methoughts I begun to increaſe my Courage. 

However he aſſaults me again in the ſhape of a tall Woman , 
 andI thought he would have prejudiced. me too, but that now 

I imagined my ſelf grown much ſtronger, and yet ſtill che An- 
gel was forced to help me, and drive her away ; but this I par- 
ticularly remember, that in his ſhape as a Man before, he did 
| not' ſeem half ſo furious as now, and when in the ſhape of a 
Woman. 

So I could obſerve this further too, that I did not rife ſo high 
now, nor fall ſo low as did before ; indeed my Journey'in my 
Chariot now ſeemed very near the _ and for the moſt part 

H 2 | keep- 


« <a x ” | 
keeping a contifual diſtance from-it, whereas.at the beginni 
ſometimes I ſhot as almoſt from the Clouds up and am " 

But now a further Misfortune befalls me, and my Angel tells. 
me, he muſt leave me; he tells me, he muſt go and afliſt the 
 affliaed, and who, as he ſaid, were ſpoiled by Robbers. I muſt 
confeſs I could 'not but beitroubled at. the hearing of the loſs thac 
I was like to have, but withal methoughts I willingly and devout- 

| ly parted with my Company, when I ſaw 'twas on fo good an 
Occaſion. $7 

And now methinks he forſakes me, and all my Entertain- 
ment is the noiſe of diſmal and terrible groans as I imagined 
coming from Men that ſeemed robbed and wounded'; however 
this hindred not but that I continued on in my Chariot,and me- 
thoughts now inſtead of my Angel, I ſeemed to have three or 
four of my Earthly Friends about me, though I cannot remem- 
ber in particular who they were. : 

Buc methoughts their Company at this Juncure was of very 
great ſatisfaQtion to me, for 1 loved them entirely, and fo that 
now I ſeemed near as happy as ever: However for all this we 
are not'even yet free from our Old Enemy the Devil, who now 
taking the advantage of the Angel's abſence, endeavours to af. 


fault us afreſh. 
But now methoughts my Strength and Courage is increaſed 


.much beyond what it was,and I vanquiſhed himalone,and defend- 

ed my Company from him too, and who ſeemed to truſt to me, 
and whom he aſſaulted as my Friends 3 fo that now feeing he 
could do me no hurt by force, he falls to reproaches and hifling ; 
his reproach, I remember, was, Tow Few, You Few, which he re- 
peated twice or thrice, and then went away hifling. 

But this was ſo far from diſmaying me, that ic rather cheared 
and encouraged me; and now whilſt I am full of Devotion and 
Thankſgiving for my Deliverance, methinks in the midſt of it, 
to mine inexpreffible Joy, a Dove in _ as I conceived the 
Holy Ghoſt, deſcended on me; and now I am almoſt ſwallowed 
up in Joy, and raviſhed with Ecſtaſies and Raptares; nay, and 
more, after this I am no more troubled by my Enemy the Devil . 
bat as he aſſaulted me this laſt time, and as indeed he did ac 
every other time, at the left fide of my Chariot, ſo now going 
under the Ghariot from me to the right, I heard him howl grie- 
vouſly ( ſeeming as.at near a-Furlong off) on his Departure, to 
cry, O wy Heel! O my Heel ? 2 

ut 


But now my Devotion ſeems to move me another way, and 

now I reſolve to go and do the ſame good Work that my Angel 
was gotie about before me, methinks accordingly - I leave my 
Friends, and leave my Chariot, and jump immediately on the 
Earth, and where I imagine I go forth with Vigour : The place 
I enter ſeems a Wood or Wilderneſs, and where I heard moſt 
lamentable Cries ; but at laſt coming to the Robbers, though I 
fight heartily and bravely with them, yet methinks they are too 
hard for me, and I am ſhot Arms and Legs to the ſtumps, and 
impriſoned by them. 
However all this doth not happen to me neither without the 
Comfort of abundance of good Friends, for now I imagine I 
have hundreds about me, and all endeavouring to chear me in 
my Misfortune, but alas, all to no purpoſe ; for now methinks by 
a ſecret Voice by God I am ſtruck into a deep deſpair for ſome 
Preſumption I have committed, and now I am all in Prifon and 
Tears, I can neither ſleep nor reſt, continually Repenting, and 
yet comfortleſs, till at laſt another Voice, as from God, aſſures 
me of Forgiveneſs, and now I can enjoy my Friends again. 

Nay, and in a little time I am reſtored to my Limbs,and freed 
from Priſon again, and now I enter a ſecond Chariot, and here 
my Chariot was as before, only that ic ſeemed to carry me even, 
en without either rifes or falls as the other did ; nor had lin this 
Chariot the leaſt Company, either of Man or Spiric in view by 
the way, but methoughts I continued on quietly by my ſelf, till 
at laſt methoughts my Journey ended, by my Chariot's ſtopping 
of its ſelf, and ſhooting its ſelf againſt the Earth, juſt as « his : 
does againſt the ſhore. | 

Here therefore I am forced to alight, but I am no ſooner got 
vp, but ſtraight I find a two-edged or bladed Sword in my hand ; 
here alſo methoughts I immediately met a true Friend, that be- 
ing truly faithful and cordial to me, methinks we fight the Rob- 
bers again, or ſome other Enemy, and here methinks my Sword 
does extraordinary Execution, and I fight cill I diſlolye, as if L 


vaniſhed both Body and Sword into Spirit. 


——_— 


—_ 


APPENDIX 
Two Diſcourſes : 


THE 


IL. Of PERSECUTION, declaring the 
Law of Nations en Matters of Religion, 


THE 


II. of CaTHolick COMMUNION, 
or the Negletted Duty of Unity in Pub= 
lick Worſhip. | 


| — ——__—_ 


The Law of Nations in Religion. 


N Religion, both they that plead for Perſecution, and they 

I | that are for an Abſolute Toleration, are equally in Ex- 
treams ; the mean therefore muſt be evident, to wit, a mo- 

deft Eftabliſhment between both 5 and which that I may the 
better ſet forth, I ſhall firſt cake care _ to refute all colour 
for Perſecution. Secondly, As Clearly as I can I ſhall ow the 
ilchicfs 
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Miſchiefs of at1 Abſolute Toleration. And laſtly, I hope as* _ ] 
evidently to deſcribe the more Excellent Mean in a moderate I 
Eſtabliſhment . I begin with the ficſt. 

Firft, It is not my » Whilſt I write againſt Perſecution, 
the to make any Apology for Religious Villanies; no, an 
Error 1n Religion ought to be ſcratch'd by our Pens, but an im- 

moral Member, no doubt, like a Gangreen, ought to be cut off; 
Er ne pars fincera trabatur, let no Man therefore here unjuſtly 
charge me, that whilſt I make Apology for the Conſcience a- 
to the Peace of States, I withal ſeem to Plead for ſuch 

eligious Villanies, as are not fit to be ſuffered. 

But for a Peaceable Profeflion of Religion, be it what it will, 
I would fain ask this Queſtion, Why ſhould Men be ted 
from it? If you force them by Argument from their Belief,well 
and good ; but if by Power and Might only, either you make 
them Libertines, if you leave them touſe no LO or damn 
has » the Hypocrites, if you force them to a Falth againſt their 


CES. 
But no, you'll force Men to believe by it, you fay ; bleſs me, 
that Men can be ſo abſurd ! as if Senſe were to be confounded 
by Power, or Truth to be altered by Might. What ſhall I ſay?- 
To force Men to believe againſt their Conviction of Truth, is 
impoflible; force them to lye and diſſemble indeed we may, if 
there be any Merit in that; and who can doubt but that when 
Mens ciences are tumbled from Pillar to Poſt at every Re- 
yolution of State, as is too often done, but that ſuch is the effe&t- 
of it 2 
But no, ſays the Romani, you miſtake, our Religion conti- 
nues one, and changes not ; ay, and by that means they take as 
excellent a courſe to make their growing Errors aseternal as their 
Reformation impoſflible ; and yet can even all that hinder, but 
that a Proteſtant State p:vailing on them, may uſe them full as 
ſcurvily as they ule others; and why not juſtly too, ſince but 
_ the ſame falſe Preſumption that they meaſured to others- 
ore: . 
But bleſs me! be it ſo or not, is not this very agreeable in- 
the mean while to the true Chriſtian Genius ? Surely this is an. 
admirable way of helping weaker Brethren, as that preſcribes to 
enſnare them thus to their Ruines; nay, and what? when we 
perverſely and wickedly thus force Men to come to our Church,. 


though againſt their Conſciences, can we pretend that we act: 
| any- 


I bt, 
any thing like what was deſigned in the Goſpel, which purpoſe- 
ly orders all ſuch Profane Perſons to be avoided. 

Beſides, what do we do in this, but take the fureſt way to 
-make the good and ſincere Men of all ſides only ſuffer, and in- 
deed who alone ought to be ſpared ? Alas! our Atheiſts and Hy- 
poctites they know well enough how to dance after the Pipes of 
the Times, be your Teſts and Enforcements what they will : 
But Tle maintain, let a State but change her eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion for twice or thrice together, and give each Party on the 
change a power of Perſecution, they ſhall more effeQually root 
out all their Honeſt Men, than by all the cunningeſt Policies in 
the World beſides. | 

2. Secondly, As for an Abſolute Toleration, *tis ſuch a ſenſe- 
leſs and inſipid Projet of. Imagination, that never any conſide- 
rate Body of Men ſince the Creation entertained it; when Men 
 Can'love all Religions alike, or, which is all one, hate them all, 
ſuch a'Chymera may paſs Muſter with them : Or elſe to ima- 
' Sine that Men can encourage the true and falſe Religions alike, 

_ as much ſenſe in it as they have Zeal for the Faith, that can 

O it. 

' Thus even the Primitive Chriſtians that could complain very 
much of the Pagans Perſecuting them in Tertullian's time, yet 

ven they themſelves, under Valentinian and Theodoſims, would 
not ſuffer the Heathens to Sacrifice to- their Goddeſs Fortune. 
And thus thoſe very Proteſtants in Queen Mary's days, that could 
complain ſo juſtly of Martyrdom, and Fire and Faggot, yet 
could not forbear afterwards ſome Pecuniary Mults on Diflen- 
ters themſ(clyes. | 

So alſo thoſe Diſſenters that in the Reigns of Queen Elizaberh, 
King James the Firſt, and King Charles the Firſt, could complain 
ſo furiouſly of the High-Commiſfſion Court, yet when by the 
'War in 1646. they could get the Church of England under, 
ſtraight they could treat her much worſe ; and yet when they 
tell under the Laſh again in 1660. though they were treated lit- 
tle worſe than they deſerved, and met with leſs Severity than 
they formerly exerciſed, yer could they complain as furiouſly as 
before. And pray, ſince the late Revolution, when the Presby - 
terians in Scotland got the Epiſcopals under, have they not trea- 
red them with Rigour enough ? 

To be ſhort, to tell them that are able to ſuppreſs the oppoſite 
Party, that they ought tobe contented with an equal Toleration, 
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Thirdly, and laſtly, Our buſineſs that remains therefore is,to 
examine Fally and freely into the gt of real bounds, _ 
Eſtabliſhed or National Church ; and which that T may hah 
ter do, I ſhall firſt trace Perſecution from her Fountain by the- 
hand, and after that conducting her to that moderate pitch FE 
which ſuch an eſtabliſhed Church ſhall require ; leave her there: _ 
as to a Standard of Truth for all the Churches and States in the. "j 
World to follow. Fuftum eff quod equi mibi & tibi convent, .. 4s 

But to begin, Who is it we ſhall Arraign for Perſecution? .,”. 

Firſt, Charge the State, ſhe'll cell you, that 'cis the Church 
that ſets her on, and enforces it as neceflary with her. ”_ 

Secondly, Charge che Church, ſays even Rome her {elf,. we. 
do but Excommunicate Men, and if che State afterwards, who, 
finds Hereticks and Schiſmaticks as bad as Traytots,: puniſhes, 
them accordingly, can we help it ? | _—_——_—_— 

Very well, the caſe is plain then, the Prieſt will never be a 
Butcher himſelf, ſo long as he can get the Moghtrers to do his, 
Drudgery'; pray God, on the other ſide, the Magiſtrate learn ""» 
ſo much Wit, as not co be Butcher and Villain c00," tq ferye. = 
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there- 


' Fo begin therefore, to ſay, that the State has no Right to med- 
dle in Religion, is as falſe as to ſay, that they may Perſecute 
illimicably, *if Peace be the care of the State, and Religion ſup- 
ported or abuſed, rends to the adyance or detriment of the Peace, 
'is plain Religion's as great an Obje& of the State's care as any 
thing. | 

Bees this, I might ſhew how David and Foſhua, and all the 
other Holy Men of Old declared this Obligation upon them as 
Magiſtrates ; but as at preſent I ſhall rather Argue from a Cli- 
max'of Fundamental Reaſon of State, than bare Scripture-Proof, 
ſo I ſhall paſs ſuch Topicks by. 


| Propoſitions for the Neceſſity of Religion in States. 


I. States are all Contracts, as all Contracts therefore _ 
Originally upon Religion, having no other Obligations ; fo *cis 
plain that no State can have any other Baſis than Religion. 

"2:* That this is fo irrififtible a Reaſon for the State's care of 
Religion," that one may add, that even Rebellion does not more 
rbin the Walls, than Irreligion che Foundation of States. 

3. That it will alfo follow from hence, and as is indeed every 
day atteſted by Experience, not only that the more united the 
Religion of the State, the ſarer alſo muſt the State be, but that 
theb the Religion, the happier the State alſo ;. in truth Re- 
_ the very Cement of States, and if that be naught, all's 
naught. © 
+ And laſtly, Hence alſo it muſt follow, not only that a looſe 


abſolute Toleration muſt be odious both co God and Man, ' 


bnt'that the more divided the Religion in a State is, the weaker 
the State is ; and that ſuch States are naturally Self-murderers as 
do not take care to encourage any Religion at all. 
The two Conſequences therefore that follow from hence, are, 
1, That every State is bound, rather than fail, by a moderate 
force to encourage ſome Religion or other,and if poffibly,the beſt. 
. 2d, And that forthe ſame Reaſon alſo they are as much bound 
to puniſh all manner of Atheiſm, Irreligion, and Libertiniſm , 
as any other Crimes whatever. 


Propo- 
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Propoſitions for the Neceſſity of one National Church. 
1. As the Unity of Truth cannot let Magiſtrates love all Re- 
ligions alike, ſo the Eſtabliſhed Religion can be but. one, and 
that both in Conſcience and Intereſt coo 4 fince but to think of 
ſetling more, were equally unſingere and vain to their purpols. 

2. That all States have this Power alike,and conſequently may 
juſtly preſume their Churches and Faiths to be righe, when ſin- 
cerely choſen by them, and conſequently that all Subjets are 
bound, in Conſcience at leaſt, to aſſent in Peace to Chats | 
if not Worſhip, for fear of worſe conſequences, and as the 
ought to bear with and be ruled by the greater. TIN 

3- That all Men on the ſame Account may be juſtly required 
to contribute to the Religion of the State as much as any 

Tax, and that be it what it will, ſince 'tis for the ſupport of 
Religion in general, and not the particular Sect that are 
bound to it. | | | 

4. That Hereticks and Schiſmaticks for the ſame Reaſon may 
be juſtly kept under by moderate Penalties, both as they con- 
found Religion and deſtroy its Unity, and conſequently in the 
end the State together with it ; and on this Accountthe aged 
and State-are both bound in Conſcience mutually to-ipr 

and help each ather. Red oof ah 

5. That ſuch alſo may be moſt juſtly debar'd from all manner 
of Power and Office in the State,and that if occafion, with the 
ſevereſt Penalties,leſt by their mutual Jarrings, they nor: en- 

the Peace of the Church, but che State together with; it. 

6, That though many have cryed up/an abſolute Toleratian 

of all Religions in contradiQion of this, yet, as has been often 

and plainly experienced, it has been rather that they deſigned 
to wreſt the Power for themſelves, or that they have not cared 
for any Religion, and ſo endeavoured to confound; all, than that 

they could pond any Senſe or. Conſcience for ity} -47 * + 

7. And laſtly, That therefors- this ſeems but as a. 

and juſt mean betwixt the Tyranny of attliting Tender 

ſciences on the -one ſide, and the looſenels of a Barbarous and 

Irceligions State of the other. - Q Aus Wi: 4 


Ruler fi the Paofilugis of Trig ee EI oa 

2. That far the ſame Reaſon the Stare is bound-to take care 
of Religion; Atheiſts and Libertaes require immediate Banilhr 
& £* ment 
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ment, as Men Outlawing themſelves, and in truth I lietle doubt 
but that, did not their perty numbers_and ſhifts protet them 
rather than cheir merits, they would find themfelves generally 
ſeryed bur little berter. © 

' 2. That he that openly Blaſphemes God, be treated as an A- 
theift ; and he that publickly profeſſes no Religion, as a Liberrine. 

3. That violent Hereticks and Schiſmaticks be. puniſhed as 
Men that are Seditious, and Railing Controverters as L.ibellers 
-wichour Religion ſhould Apologize for the Diſturbances they 
:hatard, 'and which it ſhould rather aggravate for the Abuſe. 
© -4. Thatif Men hold Dominion to be founded in Grace,that 
that is to dethrone the State by Principle, and that ſuch Men de- 
ſerve our Picy juſt as much as High-way Men, that Rob out of 
Conſcience, and becauſe that they think that all things ought to 
be in Common. 

'5- That Jeſuits and Emiſlaries, who transfer the Supremacy, 
by the ſame Reaſon deſerve juſt as much as Spies and Plotters, 
if not worſe, a treble Retribution I mean, as Rogues by Prin- 
Ciple are dyed of the deepeſt grain. 

'6: That beyond this, that to hinder Men from exerciſing their 
particular Religions,is either by a neceflity to promote Irreligion, 
or if after, you'force them to the Religion of the State, to op- 
preſs weaker Conſciences, and make Hypocrites of them. 

7. And laſtly, therefore that on theſe terms, as the Jews of old 
did, if our Peace be not endangered, Children ate not ſacrificed, 
nor Beaſts in time of Famine, even the very Heathens, much 
þre £4 Turks, and our Brother Chriſtians of all forts ought 

to Ive a fall and free Enjoyment of their Liberty of Conſcience 


amongſt us. 
Et floreat qui valet. 
ObjeFions that ſeem to deſerve an Anſwer. 


. x. That you think this Force 'too little, and an Inquiſition 
ecefiary.” Ay, a fine way indeed to ſpoil all again by another 
irreformable State as Popery. 

2. But may be you'll ſay, this Force is too much; yes, yes, I 
know your meaning, you want an Upping-ſtock , Toleration 
has been always good with them that, are ,undermoſt, though 
none have allowed it as you ſee when they haye got uppermoft. 
-1'3. Bat you ObjeR, That in theſe Circumſtances the State- 
Religion | may yet poflibly be undermined; ay, and in _ 
\ ame 
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Name let her, if with all theſe Advantages fhe cannot preſerve - - 
her. ſelf: *Tis too great a Preſumption to Complement all. 
Priefts-it> Europe with to lay, they are infallibly in the righe. 

4- That the State will falt with the Church upon it, and very 

- right, without an exchange upon it in time it might ; but on 

the contrary, in an exchange of Religions for the better, all States 
whatever in the-end muſt needs thrive by it. 

To conclude, that which bewilders Men in this caſe, is, 

I. That the Religion of the State may poflibly err, and that 
it will be hard co have it ſet up. . And truly when Mery can - 
find a Church that does not, the Objetion may be formidable, 
in the mean while, it we are bound to. bear with the Infirmities 
and. hearty Endeavours of one another, ſurely we may be full. 
as Charitable with the State alſo. 

2. That the true Religion has no particular Proviſion made 
for it hece.; right, and until we can convince all the World in 

- particular what it is, we need not fear, with the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, thus to be fo juſt as to let our Faich fight ic out fairly a- 
mong.the reſt by the plain dint of Truth and Holineſs. 
 3- That many Conſcientious Men may ſuffer hereby : Bae 
alas, that will no more be helped by a Lawleſs Toleration, that - 
will debauch all Religion, and ruin all Government, than a mo- 
deſt Eſtabliſhment ; there always was and will be a War on Earth 
between the Servants of God and the Devil, and he.is an Urs- 
pian Romancer that expeRs Peace till he is in Heaven. 

Upon the whole, the Claws of Antichriſt-will hereby be clip'd, 
the Dodtrines of Peace will no longer be propagated by Blaod, 
but Tender Conſciences will have an agreeable eaſe; and” as 
every Church will be left to the modeſt dint of Argument, 16 
the. true Religion, be it where or what it will, will have all che 
Encouragement to be had with the Peace and Safety of the 
State, and more I preſume ſhe never wiſhed. « 

F ſhall 'end all with a Jewiſh Story, related by Dr. Taylor, at the 
end of his Liberty .of Prophecy : 'tis this, Abrabam. waiting 
his Tent Door, as his Cuſtom was, in expeation to Entertain © 
ſome Strangers, invites amongſt the reſt an Old Man to come 
| in to him, but. afterwards when he came. to Supper, and” per- - 
ceived that the Old Man prayed to the Fire for his God, whac 
does Abraham do, but as zealouſly turns him out of Doors again. 
Bur what think you follows upon it 2 God calls to Abrabam in - 
the Night, and asks him, what he had done with the Old _ 
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«that he had ſent him for his ? Abraham indeed relates the 
" truth of the Fa& upon it; but what ſays God to him for it? 
What, bave 1 born with him from bu wery Youth up to theſe Tears , 
"and couldft not thou bear with him one Night ? 
; Go thou and do ſo likewiſe. 


A . 


EE 
—— 


OE 
Carnuoririck ComMuNnT1on, 
OR, THE 


Neglefed Duty of Unity in Publeck Worſhip. 


| H E former Diſcourſe having not 'only ſhewn how Eſſeh- 

tial Religion is to a State, but how Neceſſary its Union 

4s alſo, the intent of the .preſent is to demonſtrate, that as the 

_ - End cannot be without the Means, ſo that even every Private 

Man, as well as every State, is as much engaged to a Unity in 
the Publick Werſhip, as to Religion it ſelf. 

The Obligation to this Unity indeed, to the Publick and the 
Private-Man is different.; the one from Peace, and the other 

- from Conſcience, but ſurely both alike are facred, and to both 
- alike *ewould deſtroy all the good Effet and Benefits to be ex- 

- pected from Religion, inſtead of Þeing inflam'd to Love and 
: Peace by it, to have our Paſſions and Frailties only ting'd with 
-the unhappy Zxal of Diſcord, to thoſe-miſerable and deſperate 
Effects that otherwiſe even Humanity would prevent. 

Beſides, in Publick Unity and Love, I may ſay, God's Wor- 
ſhip is an Honour to him, but in endleſs Diviſions and Animo- 
ſities, a Contumely and a yy » rather : Wha, can the God 
of Peace and Truth be delighted in perpetual Quarrels and Va- 

- riances? Or do we not rather Blaſpheme his Nature, when we 
think to pleaſe him with ſuch Corruptions? And even ſo in the 
State alſo, Religion in Unity will affuredly prove the ſtrongeſt 
Band of Concord, but in Seats and Schiſms it has no other 
:Fruit than perverſe Wranglings and Deſtruction. ; 
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But ad&-to [theſe the Chriſtian Obligations'to a Publick 
Communion alſo, and then let- ns ſee how the matter 
ſtands. And thus, _ 

r. Chriſt gave us but one new Commandment, to wit, 7hat 
we love one another; and farely we are likely co be hopeful Diſ- 
ciples to him upon't, when we can't ſo much as agree to Wor- 
ſhip together. 

2, 'The Catholick Church, and the Communion of Saints , 
are even.two of the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed; and can thac 
Publick Unity in Worſhip be inconſiderable then, that was 
thought worthy even of being ſo doubly. ranged in ſo conſtant 
and folemn a Profeflion ? AS | 

3- That *cis not only the expreſs Promiſe of Chriſt, That 
where two or three are gathered together in hs Name, that he w in 
the mid} of them, to give a more particular Blefling to the Al- 
fembly of our ſelves, but St. Paul in the Hebrews, and otherwhere, 
orders even a Cain's Mark to be laid on thoſe that cauſe Divi- 
fions, and omit to Aﬀemble themſelves with the Church, Rom. 
16. 17,18. x Cor. 1. 10, 11. & Cap. 3. 

4. That we may very well diſcern what our Sentence is like- 
ly to be for ſuch Schiſms and Diviſions, by the Treatment of 
Corab, Dathan, and Abiram, and our Saviour himſelP*s calling 
the Samaritans Dogs, only for their Schiſm from the Church of 
Feruſalem, and which T am fure did not want Errors enough. 

5. That 'tis one of the Propheſies of the- Churches Corrup- 
tion, that hereafter Men ſhould cry thus, Lo here Chrift, and lo 
there ; and have itching Ears after Separations, and variety and no- 
welty of ' Teachers, And ſhould it not ſhame us then to ftick at 
ſome trifling Puritan Knot, while we ſwallow a Camel in Se- 
paration, to the ſcandal of Chriſtianity, and the ſcoffing of Jews, 
Turks, and Heathens ? 


6. And. laſtly, Euſebins, Lib. 6. Cap. 44. tells us, that 'tis not- 


a leſs Martyrdom rather to bear Evils, than to diſl-member the 
Church, than to dye for not Sacrificing to Idols. And I remem- 
ber Fuſtin Martyr has this very Expreflion of ſome that were 
Socinians in his time, in his Diſcourſe with Tryphon, p. 207. Fot 
there are ſome Dr. Friends, faid I, of our kind, who 

him to be the Chriſt, and yer hold him to be a Marr born of 


Men. But pray, where is that Charity 'now, ſo to call a Soct-- 


2ien Dr. Friend, and of our kind 2 


| But. 
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. . » following Diſcourſe, under theſe Five' Heads. 


. T. In ſhewing +he Methods proper for ſuch a Unity. 
I. In ſhewing the Duty of the State towards it. — 
TIL In refuting Modern Pleas for Diviſions. 
IV. Is propoſmg an Accommodation between them. 
V. Is Anſwering Difficulties remaining. 


General Methods to Unity in Publick Worſhip. 


1. That in States Siſter-Churches ought as near as poſlible to 
walk hand in hand with each-other, whilſt all Private Men , 
according to the Example of St. Auſtin, Conſcientiouſly conform 
to the preſent Church they are under, be ic where or what it 
will ; indeed otherwiſe to expe the End without the Means-is 
as endleſs as impercinent, and if trifling Variances and Errors 
may cauſe Schilms and Diviſions with us, we have no means 
| lefr to be at Unity. | 

.2, As in Building a material Houſe; we are forced to hew 
Stones to the Wall; ſo in the immaterial Temple of God's 
Church alſo, . how can we expect any Structure to be made-if 
there be not. a-mutual bearing between the fallibility of our own 
Judgments and the Church, but eſpecially where the Church 

profeſſes her ſelf fallible. | | 

 _  $- That this bearing with-Errors-and Variances therefore in 
Churches extends to all manner of Faults whatever, provided 
the Church be Chriſtian, and not Idolatrous:; ig truth all faults 
elſe, whether great by number or aggravation, -are alike to be 
born with, or elle Church-Community muſt and ever will be 
but a Chymera ; for what Church.is, ever was, or will be with- 
out Errors in variety And what Age has wanted wicked Men 
enough to aggravate them to Diviſians, if the World be nor 
wiſer than to tollow them 2? 

4- That though this Charity may look like a Cowardly trim- 
ming, eſpecially in ſuch a FaQtious Age as this, when there are 
almoſt as many Churches as Men, yet undoubtedly whoever 
will look on Church-Unity as a Practical Duty, and embrace 
it as ſuch, with other Reaſons than meer Partying, muſt do i on 
theſe grounds, or none ; 1 am ſure by the ſame Reaſons we di- 
vide the Church now, we may divide it infinitely , =_ b 

| | . _ almo 


» 


'__ almoſt a wonder there is any/Communion ar” all 'lefr amongſt 
— Bo : 


$s ; 

'5- And laſtly, but that nothing herein excuſe Men in defi- 
ling themſelves with Perſonal Teſts, wherein we ought todye; 
rather .than,deny the leaſt Truch, and thatthouglo/in'@omples 
ment to the beſt of Ghurches. | And ſurely it chisveals! cherdit 
terence is clear ;enough, an-Algiers Slavery in-Religion is what 
cannot but offend every good Man; but a” mutual -bearing-of 
Evils and Errors irremediable in Pubhck Communiens; certainly 
- a wt # op Charity neceſſary, or nothing in Chriſtiany is ts 

s minded. ne | 


The 'Duty of the State towards Catbolick Communion. 


1. That as the State knows that. God did not»give Man his 
Reaſon only to be wilfully blind-with ic, or his-'Eyes, to pur 
them out to ſee, as the Church of :Rome: would ſeem to ſay, by 
ordering an Obedience of ſetting Trees with their Roots upper- 
moſt, it commanded. $0 it is the particular Duty of the State, 
as to be ſuppoſed wiſer .chan- their Subjects, rather to letthe 
Wayes of Opinions have theigifull:Channel in. their- largely ex- 
tended. Arms of Charity, like the -Sadduces: and-Phariſce of Old 
in the Church of the Fews,than-by becoming of- any particular 
Party, to drive away all the Oppoſites from her. , 

' 2. And thus, what though a-Man believes Tranſubſtantiation 
or Purgatory ? They. are-'ablurd. Doerines: withnhard Names: it 
may be; but are.we ſure that.eyen-we ovr ſelves don't hold O+ 
pinions full as fooliſh of another/kind;: thoogh! not inick-nam'd 3 
So, what though a Man's a Secimian ?  Catinotran Arch-Biſhop 
hear a Socinian, and a Trinitarian.diſpute, as well-as an Highs 
Prieſt could a Sadducee and Pharijee of Old? Or what, may:ne 
I Worſhip with a Socinian,. that atleaſt makes:Chrift che greateſt: 
Prophet When ,both, Chriſt. and- is Apoſtles afrer Himy: could! 
Worſhip even, with-thoie very Jews tbar decryed fin as an bn- 
PGITOr, -* > 3-30; jactigl > fs to f "261 i , *& 
-3. And that qn-this Account alla all thoſeunaccountable My- 
ſteries,,and Niceties,. and. Jontine(s -of ; Words 4ithat: haverhiry 
therto gorrupred, Chriltianity* {o. far Fronts : Primitive: Sigmphis? 
City, as tozmake it, even! top. fine and;burthetrſom; tiehies:forkurs 
Wi, Memory, or Uadecſianding, whether they bene ddfhlieys 
be all equally laid aſide, wichout we _——_ a mind by our —_—_ 

. J are 
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Divino's, and Infallibility in new-coin'd DoArines, never 
ke the World have Peace for us. | 

' __ 4- And laſtly, Therefore fince Innovators in no Authority 
are to be regarded, and as it is both the particular Command 
and:Example of Chriſt in ſach caſes, rather to fear God than 
Man; ſo every State ſhould rather ftudy to become a tender 
bearing Father, -and a Nurfing Mother in the Church 'to eaſe 
feeble Minds, than if to hazard their Ruines, be it but 
| with the appearance of dangerous Teſts and Offences. | 


Modern Pleas for Schiſms anſwered. 


1. You fay, that Gal 4. 14. makes you angry at Holy days; 
I pray if it does, do not keep them then, no more than Chri 
obſerved Corban with the Jews : But muſt that make you leave 
the Church for Sundays fore, when the Corban could not 
make him leave the Temple ? | 

2. You ſay, Gal. 4. ro. makes you angry at Surplices too ; 
and why not at formal Bands, and fingular Cloaks as well ? 
Nay, Socrates Schel. Lib. 6. Cap. 20. tells us of ſome that were 
angry that the Miniſters wore black, fince Chriſt himſelf -wore 
white. Burt bleſs me! if the Church may'nt be lefe Maſter of 
all "_ Indifferencies for Decency, we may agree when we 
Can. SO, 

3. You think that Godfathers too commonly take an Idle 
Oath in Baptiſm ; and what then? The Oath is good in ir (elf, 
ahd was of uſe under the Primitive Perſecutions; and at preſent, 
> any obliged to be Goflip againſt his will ? 

4. But you are offended at Prayer by Form you -ſay : Bleſs 
me, that Men can be fo fick of Whimſtes! if a Prays Ex- 
rempore, 'tis at leaſt a Form to the Congregation ; it ſeems then 
that 'ris the Prieſt only that muſt "have none, for the People muſt 
have one all one, and too often none of the beſt neither. So, 

5. You have the Spirit you ſay, and more Truth than others, 
and you are the fitter Member in the Catholick Church to ſhew 
your Zeal in mending it then; what, did'the Prophets of Old 
go to fer up other Charches, and make Partyings, only through 
' their holier than other Men ? No, we dog't hear fo much 
as-of one that they made ; indeed they were for Correding 
the Old, nor confounding us with New Foundations. 


6. The 


7. would have Presbyters inſtead of Bi you by: 
Bleſs me, that Men ſhould quarrel about words fo ww plain , 


then is, we can never agree to what the Script der of Go- 
vernment. is, nor will we conſent that the State ſhould modeſtly 
decide the Doubt berween us. 
A NO_ your Offences are not _ and therefore 
toH you ere are further offended. Bleſs me, that can Argue 
thus! What, we have a Controvetſie about Biſhops, and the Ma- 
joricy it ſeems are for thetn ; and pray, what muſt the State in 
this caſe do, have no Diſcipline for fear of offending your two 
Scruples, or tet the Offence fall on the leaſt in Number ? I ay, 
to this Dilemma, No Diſcipline, and no Church ; and therefore 
tis but as of Neoeflicy char chings ſhould be as they are. 


Our Natural Conelufiens of Atcommedation ave, F 


1. That though all theſe pretences are groundlefs of a right 


aiding apon che State-Religion ; yer that the State not- 
ic is but juſt in removing thoſe things thar 


are ill as well as the mu; in 
ae it among ch, 
2. That 


for trifles. 


Chriſt , lay, offende 
Men are at Indifferencies, and as the Apoſtle 
CS chen by no means may we 


up their Offence. Nay, + 


ar fo by + Show Bread that was eaten by Du | 
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ate to. give place, where the more:Þilentiat or TEquire ;- 
{o ſometimes even more; than indifferent may be:yielded, rathes 
that Come: to Blood or Diviſions :1 And thus you Baptize your 
Infant; or. yow car the Lord's Body ;- but.cannot you. let another 
forbear. therefare,as the Learned Dr:Zayler has ic in his Liberty of 
Prephecy, rather than make him defile his Conſcience 2+ 
4 So Euſebins, Lib. 6. Cap. 19. tells us, that in his time it 
was held, that Lay-men mighe {peak in Churches; and thas 
though even befare Biſhops, / purſuant to Nebem. 8. 4, &c." 1 'Cor; 
8.14. Enke 2 46. = 4 15- A#F5 33. 44 17:22-a0d other Texcs, 
ſhewing how-that in.chat the-Cliuiſtians puribed- che Jewiſh Dif 
Cipline 5 and. why, not.co be allowed now too as wall, if a:Con- 
gregation generally, conſent 2 
5. So ſome are for Praying ſtanding you ſay ; and why not , 
ſince the Jexvs did: but the ſame before ?-*D were: decentrindeed 
to: hay all kneel, but is. not Unity .more than Ceremony? So 
ſome are ignorant, you {ay ; and.what-then?: Did-nor. the Apo-- 
ftles.own ſome- for Diſciples, though they never heard eveniof. 
the Holy Ghoſt 2 gig] 1 t, oh 
+6: That agcordingly herein Minifters-and Congregations'of all 
ſorts be left to their diſcretions.; pay, and;further;-thar in'and; 
about the Gity.of, Lowdery.and clewhers,: where the paucicy of 
Churches may be of turther Offence, that there be full Liberty 
given for the fugther Building of Churches, to be erected and 
ruled, as Congregations and Paſtors ſhall by mutual conſenc 


7-1 Andthas farther, -a5 well ir fuck as allother Gongrega-. 
tigns, .to avoid all mauner-of Offence, the Miniſter: winti' this 
cpnſent of his Congregation,- be:allowed-to;Pray: either by:FEorm: 
or Extempore, as ſhall be ſcen molt, gonyenient;; or to:/ule- Cates : 
monies or nat, as they ſhall agree4olet thenwalone..  ::11T £ 

To be ſhort, a Comprehenlien igagdflighlikethis mmſbaoe 
, only*needs cutoff alb grounds ef-Herght thaubecoming fockmy 
Apoltglick, .but withel-foree Morne Ghpmdceno-jodmbrtts 
her, agd cut oft all manner of:caloucriang Found ation for Sehilnwe 
and' Divifions, I may ſay, allithe milchiei&fof-ea-Faftioning To-i 
lezajion. will be loſt in this: And 4s the/'igonkdetableſitdddnads:: 
of all Sets cannot but be. commented; with lo inndcent a/Staves,.! 
ſa I-doubs-not but thac all cho,Jieles fer vpulgſi yo whighſÞas fo 
lang confounded our, Reformpaiienz wWillirs ayeryaſdart'titae:be- 
Grallowed up by it; , and, as /by-Nazural ——_—— dadil- 
k ff chuma- 
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Schiſmatick” and Heretick will become as odious to alt by ofts 

conſent as he was to'the' Apoſtles. © - -- 2 By 127720 
That which has bewildred Men here, has been, 

I: That'Men ſhould be ſo heedleſs' in their Diviſions as they 
are, to break*Communion for every Trifle as. they have done ; 
but as to that Þ can 'only ſay, when Men had once treſpaſſed 
the true Bonnds' of - their: Duty in the Publick Unity in Wor- 
ſhip, afcerwards *tis no wonder to ſee a whole Sea- and Deluge 
of Sees and: Schifms break in uporr them ; for how can they- 
hold together," that-have-not the leaſt Principle of Unity lefe, 
and.chat are linked with no other Chain than meer FaRtion a 
Party, :at beſt 'a few criterion Tenets. | 

2+ That the Grandeur of the Church will fall by it ;- and 
why ſo2+- wherein is its Grandeur but its Unity ?- But if you 
call your External Ornaments of Churches -and Service, as ity 
Cathedrals and Chappels, your Grandeur, why, can you-lay, it 
wiltbe.gone then-more than now ? A poor Charch-has no Cho-' 
riſters, no'LeQturers, no- Organs, no Altars, nay, and too often- 
through a too hard impropriation, no Service neither; -and why- 
then ſhould:the want of alittle of this Grandeur be fo imolera-- 
ble inthe greateſt 'Charity to weaker Brethren, that'a-little ne- 
ceflity-and/oar owrr'eorruption can ſo eaſily diſpenſe wirh ? 

3\. That che allowance of ſuch” Practices wilt 'become' a Re-: 
flection upon the State 3 ay, and a very good one- too, 'for none * 
can think any ill on'tz we ſhall be united'and firm at home; : 
and: our leve and-condeſcention praiſed abroad; arid ſurely that 
we bear with Tender Conſciences on no other terms but the Am+ 
cient and Apoſtolick Liberty and Practice, cannot have the co- 
lour of-Scandal in it, when by it we but aim toabolith that real- 
Scandal that is cauſed by our preſent Schiſms and Diviſions a- 
moneſtws. {1 | # * * v 

4. That "tid tarde che'Stafe is bound (far in Conſci- 
ence to be obeyed by her Subjects about Religion, that yet af- 
cor: M1}! where ven tHiey are to blame; The ſhould ſtoop lower tg * 
them'y' and truly'if the State were not'our Father as well as our 
Maſter;”I ſhoald ſay; fo too ; but. arPather by his Office bears+ 
with: his Children, and hasPatience with them; and therefore" 
no- wondervif ſay; chat” ſince other'mieaſures-have ſucceceded- 
ſoal,” ir ſhould become a"Sthte: even: ro: ſtoop alitle lower 
alſo, and” to-ſee; if poſkible, i che'' urmoſt Lenity and Modera+- 
tian can make them ſick of -their Factions; and eſpecially _ 

; 8. 


ments, find ni 
ions in Scripture about them ; fear 
will do much, when the Prejudice of Separation is 
from them, then the Argument, that the Church was | 
by word of Mouth, and corrected only 
pain: in Wricing, will be enough to perſwade any reaſonable 
n1I am ſure, that they may jultly lec the conſent of Churches 
fix thoſe things in a diſcreet Order for the Glory of God; that 
the Holy Ghoſt for our _ thought not good to leave us a 
greater-certainty in on neither ſide. | | 
To conclude, God only knows how long his Temple will be 
crodden under foot thus through our unhappy Motrice-dance of 
, but be it longer or ſhorter, this I am 


at once to Unity, and then I know ſuch a condeſcention 

will be Sid. I know at firſt a begrudging Elder Brother 

may diſdain thus to is. Y | Raggs, 
that Father will rather kill the 


4 


a 
. "Fatted Calf, and-kils and embrace the poor Prodigal for joy of 
- his Retorn, than him a R i | 


eception. 
High, ow Earth Peact and Good-will towards 
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while it is thy memory, I would defire thee once more 
to peruſe the Scriptures after it, and to examine them, and ſee 
how agreeable their main purport is to it; if thou art not a Sad- 
ducee, to laugh at an inviſible ſtate, or a negligent Galljo, that 
careth for.nage of theſe things,” T an perſia thou {wilt be 
even amazgll to ſee as well how ha ious 4nd conſonant this 
Treatiſe is to them, as to obſerve how-ſtrangely and widely the 
Warld have bitherto miſtaken their true intent and purporr. | 
_. The Second RefleRion is, to think what a wonderful Obliga- 

tion of Gratitude and Thanks thou art indebted co thy Maker in, 
as well in his you ag a Talent of Life in. Profpe& of thee 
Glories through his Son, as in his prolonging it, as he has daily 


« continued to do, to the great encouragement of thy advance 


therein. Good God ! what is Man, that thou art mindful of him, 
or the Son of Man, that chou ſhouldeſt not only give hia Being, 
but thus boa man m ng the Sam: Ip of 
thy Spirit,to bring him at laſt tothe enjoyment of thy qwn Glory. 

Fork: Refleion is,that thou make a true uſe of theſe things; 
I pretend to no other Gift of Prophecy here than plain Rea 
ning, but thus much I dare be bold to foretel by it, that whe» 
cher privare Man or Church make their approaches to God; they 
ſhall never be accepted by other ſteps than theſe; Nay, and more, 
T'le dare ſay, let God have given us never ſo great Promiſes, or 
Encouragements for the ſake of his Charch, we ſhall never bs 
the Men to receive them, nor enjoy the leaſt benefic by chem, 
unleſs thus with an exa& and humble Obedience we makes our 
Application according to his Will. 

riſt tells us, That if our Righteouſneſs exceed not that þ Ales 

Seribes and Phariſees, we ſhall never be able to enter the Kingdom of 
God. And give me leave to acquaint you, without Compari- 
ſons, or entring the Liſts wich their Meries, we maſt have a Pa- 
rity and a Piety, yea, and a Sincericy, and Self-denyal as gre 
and ſingular as the Glories of that Kingdom we (eck for, if ever 
we expe to reach it. - Our Saviour tells us, That every Plant that 
bu Heavenly Father bath not ſet, ſhall be rooted out : And 1 mult 
tell you, this alone is what is his Husbandry, and no wonder 
therefore that our other Methods haye hitherto ſucceeded fo ill, 
and will yer ſucceed worſe, if we do not thus ſet about us to.re> 
form them. 
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